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Week Ending Friday, November 10, 


Interview With Steve Harvey of 
KKBT-FM Radio, Los Angeles, 
California 

November 3, 2000 


The President. Hey, Steve. 

Mr. Harvey. President Clinton. 

The President. How are you? We got cut 
off. I’m glad to hear your voice. 

Mr. Harvey. How are you doing? It’s 
okay. How are you doing, brother? 

The President. Great. 

Mr. Harvey. Great. Glad you could call, 
man. Sorry we missed each other. You were 
in Los Angeles. I was supposed to meet you 
at an event. Sorry we missed each other. 

The President. Are you in New York? 

Mr. Harvey. No, I'm in Los Angeles right 
now. Hello? 

The President. Yes, I can hear you fine. 

Mr. Harvey. Oh, yes. No, I'm in L.A. right 
now. We were supposed to meet at an event 
a few weeks ago, and we got—we missed our 
signal, so we didn’t hook up. But 

The President. Well, I'm sorry I missed 
you. 

Mr. Harvey. That's okay. We got in today. 
My publicist told me that you're a big fan 
of mine. I just want to hear you say that out 
loud. [Laughter] 

The President. | am a big fan of yours, 
and I hear all the clapping in the background, 
so I want to please everybody for you. 

Mr. Harvey. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. That’s all I needed to hear. 
[Laughter] You just pretty much made my 
whole career. (Laughter| 


Affirmative Action 

President Clinton, are fans of yours 
here, on “The Beat.” I cannot speak for the 
entire radio station, but I know I am. I have 
always been a fan of yours and your work 
and your community development towards 
the African-American community. I have one 
question for you. I want to ask you, point 


we 


2000 


blank, what can African-Americans and the 
Latino community expect from the Demo- 
cratic Party in regards to education and af- 
firmative action? 

The President. Well, I think first of all, 
you can expect them to build on the progress 
of the last 8 years. Remember—let’s start 
with affirmative action—remember, there 
was a lot of pressure to eliminate affirmative 
action, both from the Republican Party and 
from some court decisions, which required 
us to change it. And we took the position 
that we should mend it, not end it, and that’s 
the position that Vice President Gore has 
steadily defended. I noticed in his third de- 
bate that he was the only candidate who 
would say that he was for affirmative action. 
And I can tell you, we had long, long discus- 
sions about this. He believes strongly in it. 
And I believe virtually every one of our can- 
didates for the Senate and the House does. 
I know that my wife, who is running for the 
Senate in New York, strongly feels that way, 
and I believe all the others do, as well. So 
I think you can feel very good about that. 


Education 


Mr. Harvey. Now, also in terms of edu- 
cation for the same communities. 

The President. On the education issue, 
I think the choices are quite clear here. The 
Vice President and all the Democratic can- 
didates, first of all, think that America ought 
to know our schools are getting better and 
our students are doing better. Reading 
scores, math scores, science scores are all up. 
In the last 7 years, there has been a 500 per- 
cent increase in African-American students 
taking advanced placement courses, a 300 
percent increase in Latino students taking 
advanced placement courses. The college- 
going rate is at an all-time high because we 
have pushed through the Congress the big- 
gest increase in student aid, from Pell grants 
to work-study grants to the Hope scholarship 
tax credit, in 50 years. 
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So what does Al Gore want to do? What 
do the rest of our Democrats want to do? 
They want to finish the job of putting 100,000 
qualified teachers in our schools. They want 
to provide funds to poor school districts espe- 
cially, and growing school districts, to build 
new school buildings and to overhaul others. 
They want to finish the work of connecting 
all the schools in the country to the Internet 
and all the classrooms. When Al Gore took 
on this project for our administration in 1994, 
only 3 percent of the classrooms were con- 
nected. Today, 65 percent of the classrooms 
are, and 90 percent of the poorest schools 
have at least one Internet connection. So we 
want to do that 


He wants to provide universal preschool 
and more after-school programs for the kids 
who need it, and he wants tax deductibility 
for college tuition. Plus which, we have a His- 
panic Education Action Plan that is designed 
to deal with the fact that the dropout rate 


among Latino students is still too high, and 
he has promised to build on that. So we've 
got a very, very good education program. It’s 
been our top domestic priority, and I think 
you can really depend on the Vice President 
to deliver. That’s why both the major teach- 
ers’ organizations have endorsed him, and a 
lot of other educators around the country, 
because they believe that we have a program 
based on the research and what the educators 
are saying. 

And one final thing. He has got a good 
accountability that we ought to 
identify failing schools, turn them around, or 
open them under new management. And all 
over America, you see these schools that 
were in trouble just a couple of years ago 
that are turning around. I was in a school 
in Harlem the other day where 2 years ago 
80 percent of the children were doing math 
and reading below grade level, and today, 
three-quarters of the kids are doing math and 
reading above or at grade level. That’s after 
only 2 years. So we've got a program that’s 
working out there at the grassroots. We need 
to bring it to all of America, and you can 
trust Al Gore to do that. He cares a lot about 
it, and you can trust the Democratic Party. 
It’s our issue. We care about it. 


program 
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2000 Election 


Mr. Harvey. Absolutely. Now, President, 
you were at the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw 
Plaza on yesterday. Three thousand sup- 
porters came out. We thank you for stopping 
by, lending your support to the campaign. 
We thank you for all of the work you have 
done over the past 8 years. And we do ap- 
plaud you in both of these directions, espe- 
cially in terms of education and affirmative 
action. We appreciate you so much. We know 
you're busy; we know you're on a tight sched- 
ule. And hey, man, we just want to say thank 
you for calling. 

The President. Well, thank you, Steve. 
Let me say, I wanted to go back to Watts, 
a place I've been visiting for many years now, 
to thank the people of Watts, of L.A., and 
of California for being so good to me and 
Hillary and Al and Tipper Gore these last 
8 years, and for proving that we could tum 
America around economically, educationally, 
environmentally, that we could provide more 
health insurance. And you know there’s a lot 
of laboratories of success there. 

But I also wanted to emphasize that in 
California and throughout this country, there 
are races for the Congress, for the Senate 
and the House, which are also terribly impor- 
tant. They are just as close as the Presidential 
race. And if we can win a majority in the 
House and in the Senate, we'll be in a posi- 
tion to really pull this country together and 
move forward to build on the progress of the 
last 8 years, to keep the prosperity going. 
That's really why the young people of this 
country ought to get out and vote, because 
we have come so far in the last 8 years, but 
all the best things are still out there. When 
Al Gore says, “You ain’t seen nothing yet,” 
that’s not just politics. We can turn the coun- 
try around, and now we can make big, big 
strides in the economy, in education, in 
health care, the environment, and pulling 
this country together. But we’ve got to have 
the right leadership. And these House and 
Senate races are also very, very, very impor- 
tant. 


Post-Presidential Plans 


Mr. Harvey. Yes. Quickly, Mr. President, 
after it’s all over, when the election is done 
and Gore is President and you finally, after 
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8 very successful years, step down, what do 
you see yourself doing, man? What do you 
think? 

The President. Well, first of all, I've got 
to be an ordinary citizen again, and I’ve got 
to go out and make a living, so I'll do that. 
But what I want to do is find a way to be 
a useful citizen, in a way that does not in 
any manner interfere with the next President. 
Jimmy Carter has been a very great ex-Presi- 
dent; he’s done a lot of good. I think that 
I’m young enough that I could still do a lot 
of good, and I feel that I owe that to the 
American people and the people I’ve worked 
with all around the world—in Africa and 
Latin America and other places. But I want 
to take a couple months off to rest, consider 
what my options are, and then try to spend 
the rest of my life giving back in the public 
interest, because I have been very blessed. 
I've gotten to live my dreams. I’ve had a great 
life, and I just want to be helpful in any way 
that I can, and I'll try to find some good 
things to do. 

Mr. Harvey. Well, I'll tell you, President, 
after it’s all over, my TV show ends on De- 
cember 21st, and I’ve been working pretty 
much hard like a President myself. |[Laugh- 
ter] I say me and you, man, get a fishing 


boat and go on out there in the middle of 


the lake and do some bass fishing. I know 
you're from Arkansas; I’m from West Vir- 
ginia. You know something about some fish- 
ing, I’m sure. 

The President. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. Harvey. We ought to hook up and 
go fishing. 

The President. It sounds like a good idea 
to me. 

Mr. Harvey. Steve and Bill on the boat. 
[Laughter] 

The President. That's right. 

Mr. Harvey. Hey, thanks for calling, 
President. Thank you so much. 

The President. Well, you just tell every- 
body to go vote so we'll feel good when we 
go fishing instead of worrying about things. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. Harvey. Well, you better believe 
that’s what it’s all about. We are pushing hard 
to get out and vote on this coming election, 
and we're going to do our very best to put 


I do. I can still do that. 
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because we 
We just can’t take 


Vice President Gore in office, 
can’t take the other side. 
it. We just can’t take it. I will see to that. 
Thank you for calling, President Clinton. 
The President. Bless you, Steve. Thank 
you. 
Mr. Harvey. Thank you. Absolutely. You 
all} one more time, the President of the 


United States, Bill Clinton. 
The President. Thank you. Bye-bye. 


NoTE: The interview began at 9:40 a.m. The 
President spoke via telephone aboard Air Force 
One from Oakland International Airport in Oak- 
land, CA. This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
interview. 


Remarks at a Get Out the Vote Rally 
in San Francisco, California 
3, 2000 


November 


The President. Thank you very much. Are 
you ready to win this election? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. | want to thank the mayor 
for bringing us all together today and for 
being my friend for all these years. I want 
to thank the some 2,000 people who are out- 
side the hall today, still listening to us. I'll 
be out there to see you in a minute. I want 
to thank California’s great Governor, Gray 
Davis, who’s been with me every step of the 
way and has been great for Al Gore, right 
from the start, never wavered. 

I want to thank Representative Barbara 
Lee from Oakland, who just had a rally for 
us over there. And my good friend Congress- 
man Tom Lantos, who went to New York 
to campaign for my wife for the Senate, I'll 
never forget that. And most of all, I want 
to thank Nancy Pelosi, who has worked so 
hard to bring the Democrats back. She is a 
leader in the Congress, a leader in the coun- 
try, and she'll be in the majority after Tues- 
day night. 

I want to thank Walter Shorenstein for 
having the guts to stand up here and say he 
didn’t need the tax cut, and he wanted you 
to have it. I love him; thank you. And I want 
to thank a man who has been a hero of mine 
for more than 40 years: Willie Mays. He’s 
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been so wonderful to me all these years I’ve 
been President. Thank you, Willie. Thank 
you 

And I want to thank this great choir behind 
me from Glide. I love these folks. And I want 
you to sing again for me after | speak, okay? 
Will you do that? 

Now look, I would like to just sort of give 
a speech here and have one applause line 
after another and you could cheer. But we 
all know that we're all converted or we 
wouldn't be here. [Laughter] So I want to 
ask you to, just for a minute—give me about 
5 minutes, because I want to ask you to do 
something else. Every one of you has lots 
of friends who have never come to an event 
like this, don’t you, never came to a rally 
where the President spoke, maybe the Gov- 
ernor, maybe not even where Willie spoke, 
although I think he has spoken to every living 
person within 150 miles. [Laughter] 

But these folks you know that don’t follow 
this as closely as you do, they will vote, or 
they might vote if they know it matters, and 
they would certainly vote with us if they knew 
what the choice was and what the con- 
sequences are. 

And many of you have friends who live 
outside San Francisco, live in one of these 
congressional districts where we're trying to 
win a Democratic seat; or maybe you have 
friends beyond the State of California, who 
live in battleground States where one or 2 
or 3 or 10 votes could make a difference. 

Now, you look at this vast crowd today. 
If every one of you decided that every day 
between now and the election you were 
going to tell 10 people why you are for Al 
Gore and Joe Lieberman, why you want the 
Democrats to win, what the stakes are in the 
election, you might have a decisive impact 
on whether we win the House and on how 
well we do in some of these other areas of 
California and in other States. 

So I just want to tell you what I believe 
this election is about, what I think the signal 
differences are, and what the choice is for 
America. I want to begin by thanking the 
people of San Francisco and California for 
being so good to me and Hillary and Al and 
Tipper Gore these last 8 years. T can’t thank 
you enough. It has been an honor to serve. 


But let’s start with this. There are a lot 
of younger people who can vote now, and 
I’m the only President they've ever known. 
[Laughter] And there are a lot of people who 
literally don’t remember what it was like 8 
years ago when the unemployment rate in 
California was nearly 10 percent; the society 
was divided; crime was going up; there were 
riots in L.A.; the environment was deterio- 
rating; the schools were troubled; the num- 
ber of people without health insurance going 
up every year—we had all these problems. 
And the political system in Washington was 
pretty unresponsive. And I came here and 
asked you to give us a chance to put the 
American people first again. 

Now, President Reagan used to say the test 
for whether somebody got reelected was, or 
whether a party was continued in office was 
whether you were better off than you were 
8 years ago. Now, all of a sudden, they have 
forgotten that test, another party. They think 
there ought to be some other test, you know. 
Or they think if we're better off, the Demo- 
crats had nothing to do with it. 

One of Al Gore’s finest moments in the 
first debate was when his opponent said, “I 
think Clinton/Gore got a lot more out of the 
economy than the economy got out of Clin- 
ton/Gore. The American people have been 
working hard. They brought this economy 
back.” Aad Al Gore said, ‘ Yes, the American 
people have been working hard, but they 
were working hard in 1992 when it was in 
the dumps, and it’s different now.” 

» I want to say, the first big question: 
Do you want to keep this prosperity going 
and give it to the people who aren't a part 
of it yet? [Applause] If you do, you only have 
one choice: Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and the 
Democrats. But you've got to be able to tell 
somebody in a couple of minutes, why. So 
let me explain that, in a couple of minutes. 

Here’s the Gore/Lieberman Democratic 
program: Keep paying down the debt. Why? 
It keeps interest rates low; it keeps the econ- 
omy going. Take what’s left and invest it in 
education, health care, and the environment 
and a tax cut we can afford for average Amer- 
icans for child care, long-term care, college 
tuition, and retirement savings. That’s the 
Gore plan. 
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What’s the alternative? A tax cut that’s 3 
times as big. Although most of you would 
do better under the Gore plan—after I get 
out of office, 1 might do better under theirs. 
[Laughter] And to privatize Social Security 
and promise to spend money on their own. 

Here’s the problem. This is arithmetic. 
People ask me all the time, “Mr. President, 
what great new idea did you bring to eco- 
nomic policy?” And I say, arithmetic. Arith- 
metic. [Laughter] You've got to make the 
numbers add up. Now look, everybody can 
remember this. The projected surplus is $2 
trillion. We'll forget about the zeros—2. 


They want to spend over three-quarters of 


it on a tax cut that benefits mostly upper in- 
come people. It costs 1.6 trillion, with inter- 
est. Then they want to privatize Social Secu- 
rity, and that costs a trillion dollars. Why? 
Because if the young folks here take your 
money out of Social Security and put it in 
the stock market, but people like me get 
promise od we're going to get our money, the 
money has got to come from somewhere. It 
costs a trillion dollars. 

Then they want to spend some money. 
They want to spend about half a trillion dol- 
lars, that’s .5. Here’s the problem: The sur- 
plus is 2, right—1.6 for the tax cut plus 1 
to privatize Social Security plus .5 to spend 
is 3.1—3.1 is bigger than 2. [Laughter] 

This is not rocket science, folks. [Laugh- 
ter] If you vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman and the Democrats, interest rates 
will be about a percent lower every year for 
a decade. Do you know what that means? 
Lower car loans, lower college loans, lower 
home mortgages, lower credit cards, lower 
business loans, more businesses, more jobs, 
higher stock market. 

Now look, this is a big deal. This is the 
first economic recovery in 30 years where 
we're all going along for the ride. It’s a 
Democratic recovery, big “D” and small “d”; 
we're all going along—av erage income up 15 
percent, average income over $40,000 for the 
first time, poverty among seniors below 10 
percent for the first time, poverty at a 20- 
year low, a 30 percent drop in child poverty, 
half the people moving from welfare to work. 
This is a different Ammevica. because we did 
it to benefit everybody and because the num- 


bers add up. 
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So you can remember that. If you want 
to keep the recovery going, you've got to vote 
for Gore. Why? Because 3.1 is bigger than 
2; it doesn’t add up. [Laughter] 

Number two, it’s not just a better off coun- 
ry; it’s a better country. What do I mean 
by that? Crime at a 26-year low; the number 
of people without health insurance going 
down for the first time in a dozen years; 
cleaner air, cleaner water, safer food, safer 
drinking water; more toxic waste dumps 
cleaned up, 3 times as many as they did; and 
more land set aside forever than in any ad- 
ministration since that of Theodore Roo- 
sevelt 100 years ago. 

But most important of all, there is the re- 
vival of American education. That’s why Bob 
Chase, the president of the National Edu- 
cation Association is here for Al Gore and 
Joe Lieberman today. Thank you, Bob, for 
being here with us. 

Now look, here are the facts. Reading, 
math, and science scores are up. The dropout 
rate is down. The college-going rate is at an 
all-time high, thanks in part to the biggest 
expansion of college aid since the GI bill. 
Thanks to Barbara Boxer, we are now serving 
800,000 kids in after-school programs around 
America. We're putting 100,000 teachers in 
the classroom. We're moving in the right di- 
rection. We have 1,700 charter schools in 
America. We have a program to turn around 
failing schools or put them under new man- 
agement. We’re moving in the right direc- 
tion. 

So here’s the issue. If education and health 
care and the environment and crime are 
moving in the right direction, do you want 
to build on the progress of the last 8 years 
and even do better? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Well, if you do—if you do, 
there’s only one choice: Al Gore, Joe 
Lieberman, and the Democrats. Why? If 
somebody asks you, you have to be able to 
say why. Why? Because the other party has 
promised—promised—to do the following 
things: to abolish our program to put 100,000 
and more police on the street, to abolish our 
program to put 100,000 teachers in the class- 
room for smaller classes in the early grades, 
to oppose our program to promote school 
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construction, to build new schools and repair 
old ones. 

They're against our program for a Patients’ 
Bill of Rights, for Medicare drugs for all our 
seniors, to expand coverage to all the chil- 
dren of the country and the parents of chil- 
dren in the Children’s Health Program. And 
they are against the tighter clean air stand- 
ards we have adopted. They want to repeal 
my order setting aside 40 million roadless 
acres in the national forests. 

Now, those are commitments, right? So 
here’s your choice. If everything is going in 
the right direction and one ticket wants to 
build on it and the other ticket wants to re- 
verse what was done, it’s not much of a 
choice. But you've got to be able to say that. 
You've got to be able to say, crime is down; 
the schools are better; the environment is 
cleaner; we're making progress in health 
care; and everything that we have done, they 
want to undo. Instead, vote for Al Gore and 
Joe Lieberman; they will build on it and do 
even better. That is the second choice. 

So here’s the third choice. Here’s the third 
big question. And for me, the most important 
of all. Yes, I want to keep building on the 
prosperity. Yes, | want to keep building on 
the progress. But most of all, I want us to 
keep building together as one America across 
all the lines that divide us. 

This country has become more and more 
diverse. California, our first State in which 
Americans of European heritage are no 
longer in the majority. There is no majority 
here; we're all just here, folks 

We've tried for the last 8 years to make 
you feel at home, to make you feel that you 
had friends in the White House, people that 
cared about you. Whatever your racial or reli- 
gious background, whether you were a man 
or a woman, whether you were young or old, 
whether you were straight or gay, we wanted 
you to fe el like you had a frie nd in the White 
House. 

Now, what did that mean in practical 
terms? We fought for family leave, the min- 
imum wage; we fought to mend but not end 
affirmative action; we fought for fairness for 
immigrants; we're fighting for hate crimes 
legislation, for employment nondiscrimina- 
tion legislation, for equal pay for women en- 
forcement. We are fighting for court appoint- 
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ments so that we'll have a Supreme Court 
that will defend civil rights, human rights, 
and a woman's right to choose. That is an 
issue. 

In every one of those areas, the people 
who are running on the other side have an 
honest disagreement with the Democrats. 
The leadership does not agree with the hate 
crimes legislation or the employment non- 
discrimination legislation or strengthening 
the equal pay laws. And they certainly don’t 
commit themselves to a Supreme Court and 
Federal courts that will preserve civil rights, 
human rights, and a woman’s right to choose. 

Now, they disagree honestly. But for peo- 
ple to say there are no differences in these 
elections—you should be happy. The country 
is in great she ape and you have choices. But 
it’s important to unde rstand what the choices 
are. You don’t have to say a bad word about 
any of their candidates from the President 
on down. You can just say, look, we have a 
different view of what’s good for America. 

But I'm telling you, the reason this election 
is so close is that I think people feel a certain 
comfort level with how well things are going. 
And you know, this one sounds good, and 
that one sounds good, and today I like this 
one, today I like the other one. 

But this is an exercise in citizenship. And 
I’m telling you, I've been doing this a long 
time now. This is the first time in 26 years 
I haven’t been on the ballot at election time. 
[Laughter] And I’m perfectly happy out here 
campaigning for the Democrats for Congress 
and for Hillary for Senator and for Al Gore 
and Joe Lieberman. I’m grateful. 

But what you have to do—I’m telling you, 
you can do this for people. You can walk up 
to people you know; you can walk up to peo- 
ple you don’t know. But I’m telling you, you 
cannot let this election unfold unless every- 
body you know votes and votes as a knowl- 
edgeable citizen. If you want to build on the 
prosperity, if you want to build on the social 
progress of the last 8 years, if you want to 
keep going forward as one America where 
we keep coming together, across all the lines 
that divide us, those are the three big ques- 
tions. 

And if you want to do that, you only have 
one choice: Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and the 
Democrats. 
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Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in the 
Esplanade Ballroom at the Moscone Convention 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor 
Willie Brown of San Francisco; Walter H. 
Shorenstein, founder and president, Shorenstein 
Company, LP; and former professional baseball 
player Willie Mays. This item was not received 
in time for publication in the appropriate issue. 


Exchange With Reporters 
in San Francisco 


November 3, 2000 


Nader Campaign Supporters 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any mes- 
sage for Nader supporters in California or 
elsewhere? Do you have any message for 
Nader supporters about what they should 
do? 

The President. | think they ought to vote 
for Al Gore, for several reasons. One is, our 
administration, as I just said, has the best en- 
vironmental record in history. And we could 
have done even more if the Congress hadn’t 
been so opposed to it. But every year, we 
also, for 6 years, had to beat back any number 
of anti-environmental provisions in the law 
that we keep getting out and getting out. So 
Al Gore has been at the forefront of that. 

I think now that the economy is better and 
the Congress is likely to be, under any cir- 
cumstances, less dominated by the Repub- 
lican right in the next Congress, Al Gore will 
be able to do even better. It would be a great 
mistake to not support somebody who has 
got a lifetime commitment, and we've got a 
record that’s good in favor of another option 
of a party that’s really promised to undo a 
lot of what we’ve done. I don’t think it’s a 
complicated issue here. 

Q. Do you think they're throwing their 
votes away if they do that? 

The President. They'll have to decide 
that. I just know that—there are one of two 
people are going to be elected, and they have 
records and plans. And I think on the records 
and plans, if you care about the environment, 
Gore wins hands down. 

Thanks. Thank you. 
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NOTE: The exchange began at 1:12 p.m. in the 
Moscone Convention Center following a voter 
rally. This item was not received in time for publi- 
cation in the appropriate issue. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of this ex- 
change. 


Remarks at a Get Out the Vote Rally 
in San Jose, California 
November 3, 2000 


The President. Thank you very much. Are 
you ready to win this election? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Let me say, first, to all of 
you, how very glad I am to be back in San 
Jose. I want to thank Mayor Gonzales and 
all the people here who have always made 
me feel so welcome. I’ve had some of my 
happiest days as a candidate and as a Presi- 
dent in this part of the wonderful State of 
California. Of course, my daughter has lived 
near here for the last 3 years. 

I was reminding Governor Davis that in 
1992 we had 10,000 people at San Jose State, 
and it was the most exuberant rally in the 
entire campaign. It was an amazing thing. I'll 
never forget it. 

I’m delighted to be on the stage with all 
these folks today—our State Democratic 
chair, Art Torres; your wonderful Represent- 
ative in Congress, Zoe Lofgren. I am so 
proud of her. I love being with her. Secretary 
Norm Mineta, my great friend, what a credit 
he has been to San Jose and all of California. 
You should be so proud of him. 

And it means especially a lot to me that 
Willie Mays came here with me today. He’s 
been here with me so many times, and I'm 
very grateful. You know, one of the great 
things about—we just had the World Series, 
so I want to say this—one of the great things 
about being President is that if you have a 
particular interest, you can pretty much get 
anybody who is involved in it to come and 
talk to you. [Laughter] 

I love music, and I love sports. And I be- 
came a friend of Hank Aaron who, as all of 
you know, owns the all-time home run 
record. So there was a celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of Hank Aaron breaking Babe 
Ruth’s record in Atlanta. And Hank invited 
me to go down, and I did. There were 12 
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And so 
» greatest 


Hall of Fame baseball pl avers there 
I said to Hank Aaron, “Who is th 

r played with?” He — “It’s 

Willie Mays is the greatest 

baseball player who ever played.” 


on you eve 
not even close. 


| want to say, are there any students from 
San Jose State here? [Applause | I want all 
of to know that when I landed in my 
helicopter today, I had the enormous honor 
to meet your young football player Neil 
Parry—who was injured and lost his foot— 
and family. They're in good spirits. 
They've got their heads up. He told me he 
was going to pla iy football next year, and he 
wanted me watch him, and I told 
more time, and I'd be 
honored to come back and see him. 

I want to thank Gray Davis for being a 
truly astonishing Governor. 


you 


his 


to come 


him I'd have some 


He has gotten so 
in so little time. You should be 
very, very, very proud of him. He has also 
been a true friend to me and a loyal sup- 
porter of Vice President Gore, 
going to celebrate here 


much done 


and we're 
Tuesday night, in no 
small measure because Gray Davis 
blinked when things looked bad, 
they look good all over America. 
Gray Davis. 


never 
and now 
Thank you, 


And I'll just tell you, I am so proud of 
Mike Honda. We had a talk the last—this 
is the second time I’ve been in his district 
to campaign for him, and we were talking 
about what it was like to be young and Japa- 
in America when we made the terrible 
mistake interning Japanese-Americans 
during the war. 


nese 


of 


One of those internment c umps was in my 
home State. And I'll never forget when I 
went back to Hawaii to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the end of World War II. | 
met a veteran who told me that he was in- 
terned in a camp in Arkansas. And he said, 
“I may be the only person who came out 
ahead, because I met my wife across the river 
in Mississippi. They were the only family that 
| knew who were Japanese-Americans where 
I could get what I thought was good food.” 
{Laughter} 

So our country has come a long way in 
the last 50 years, and Mike Honda is the em- 
bodiment of both that past and the bright 
future ahead of us, and I thank you for help- 
ing him. 


9 
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Look up here on this stage. Is this America 
or what? [Applause] You have a Latino party 
chair; an African-American baseball legend; 
a Japanese-American Secretary of Com- 
merce; the daughter of a truck driver, as she 
just said, in Congress—they probably make 
more than people in Congress do now—Zoe 
Lofgren; a Japanese-American candidate for 
Congress a two representatives of the 
[Laughter] Is 


gray-haired white guys’ caucus 
this America, or what? 

Look, I 
you know, 
ing good. 


want to just take a few minutes— 
we're so exuberant; we’re all feel- 
And I could just give you a few 
applause lines, and we could scream for 5 
minutes. But I want you to give me a chance 
to speak with you se -riously, just for a couple 
of minutes, for the following reasons. 

The Presidential race is close, even though 
the Vice President has a good lead in Cali- 
fornia. A lot of these Congress races are 
There are five House seats we could 
pick up here in California if we won every 
close one presently held by a Republican; 
and one where we have a truly outstanding 
Congressman, Cal Dooley, who is in a tough 
race himself te reelection—one of the most 
outstanding people in the United 


close. 


entire 
States Congress 

And what I want to say to all of you is 
that every one of you has friends in this con- 
gressional district where Mike will be run- 
ning, a little south of here, where Lois Capps 
is running for reelection—one of the most 
wonderful people I've ever known—and in 
other places where we have battles here in 
California. Most of you have friends in other 
States where the outcome of the election is 
not yet clear. There are 12 or 15 States where 
this election is still within two to three points. 

And what I would like to ask you to do 
is to leave here not only energized and deter- 
mined to vote, but to leave here committed 
to talking to as many people as you can be- 
tween now and Tuesday—in this congres- 
sional district, throughout the State of Cali- 
fornia, and if you have friends or family in 
other States. Because if you look at how 
many thousand people there are here, you 
could easily touch 100,000 voters between 
now and election day. And those 100,000 vot- 
ers might make the difference. 
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In 1960, when President Kennedy, who in- 
spired my generation—I was barely alive 
then—{laughter|—when President Kennedy 
inspired my generation, he was elected by 
four-tenths of one percent of the vote— 
100,000 votes in the entire country. Now, all 
of you, with no effort, could touch 100,000 
voters—with no effort. That’s less than 10 
a day for every person here. You could do 
it, easily. 

And here’s what I think you ought to say 
to them. Number one: Remember what it 
was like 8 years ago, when the economy was 
in trouble: the socie ty was divided; there 
were riots in Los Angeles; the crime rate was 
going up; the welfare rolls were going up; 
the number of people without health insur- 
ance was going up; people were giving up 
on the schools. The society was divided, and 
the political system in Washington seemed 
absolutely tone-deaf to it. 

And you gave Al Gore and me a chance 
to go to Washington to put the American 
pe ople first, to create opportunity for every 
responsible citizen in a community of f all 
Americans. And it worked. 

So what I want to say to you is, what's 
the problem? Why are the races even close? 
Because things have been good for a long 
time. And sometimes when they're good for 
a long time, people forget what they were 
like before, and they think there are no con- 
sequences to the decision before them. Well, 
first one candidate sounds pretty good, then 
the other one sounds pretty good. This 
sounds like a good idea, but on the other 
hand, that sounds like a good idea. 

Look, there are just three big questions 
in this race, and I want to tell you what they 
are and what the choice is. Everybody knows 
we've had the longest economic expansion 
in history, but what not everybody knows is, 
it’s the first one in 30 years where we all 
got to go along for the ride. Now, what do 
I mean by that? 

In the last 8 years, Hispanic unemploy- 
ment has been cut by more than half, Afri- 
can-American unemployment in half, the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic un- 
employment in history; poverty is at a 20- 
year low; child poverty is down 30 percent, 
poverty among seniors below 10 percent for 
the first time in our history; average income 
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up 15 percent—over $5,000—over the last 
8 years after inflation. We’re all going along 
for the ride. 

So the first question is, do you want to 
keep this prosperity going? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Well, if you do, there’s a 
choice. Now, if someone asks you to explain 
it, how would you say it? This is the answer: 
With Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and Mike 
Honda, you will get to keep the prosperity 
going. Why? Because, number one, they'll 
keep paying the debt down, which means in- 
terest rates will stay down, and the economy 
will stay strong. 

That's very important. Paying the debt 
down gives you lower interest rates. What 
does that mean to all of you? Lower home 
mortgages, lower car payments, lower college 
loan payments, lower credit card payments, 
lower business loan payments, means more 
businesses, more jobs, a higher stock market. 
The rich get richer, but so do the rest of 
you. This is very important. 

Then, with the money that’s left, we will 
invest in education, health care, and the envi- 
ronment, and give the American people a tax 
cut we can afford for child care, for long- 
term care, for college tuition tax deductions, 
and for retirement. That’s the Democratic 
plan. 

Now, so what’s the choice? Look at the 
Republican plan. They have a tax cut that’s 
3 times as big. It costs $1.6 trillion. And keep 
in mind now, the surplus is estimated to be 
$2 trillion. I'll be surprised if it’s that much, 
but that’s the estimate today—$2 trillion. So 
you can forget about the zeroes and just re- 
member 2. So they've got this big tax cut, 
1.6 trillion. Most of you would be better off 
under the Gore/Lieberman plan. And some 
of the rest of us—you know, if I get out and 
get lucky, I would be better off under their 
plan in the short run. But it’s not right, and 
here’s why. 

It’s so big—$1.6 trillion. Then, they want 
to partially privatize Social Security. Now, 
that costs another trillion dollars. Why? Be- 
cause if all of you who are young take your 
payroll tax out and put it in the stock market, 
they've still got to pay all of us that are 55 
or over 100 percent of the benefits they 
promised. You can’t spend the money twice, 
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so you have to put another trillion in. Okay, 
so that’s 1.6 plus 1. Then, they want to spe ond 
about a half a trillion dollars, .5. But the sur- 
plus is only 2. Now, 1.6 plus 1 plus .5 is 3.1; 
3.1 is bigger than 2. 
member. 


It’s all you have to re- 


So what does that mean? That means that 
even though they spend less money than Al 
Gore and Joe Lieberman and Mike Honda 
will, they'll be—on education, on health care, 
and on the environment—we'’ll still be back 
in deficits. It means higher interest rates. It 
means you will pay more for home mort- 
gages, more for college loans, more for car 
payments, more for credit cards, more for 
business loans. It means higher interest rates, 
more inflation, and a slower economy. This 
is not complicated. 


But you need to be able to explain to peo- 
ple. I get the feeling people think, well, this 
one sounds good; that one sounds good. This 
is a huge choice. We tried it our way for 8 
years. Then we tried it the deficit way before 


for 12 years. Our way works better. Go tell 
the American people, if you want to keep 
the prosperity going, you've got to do this. 

Now, here’s the second point. It’s not just 
about prosperity. We're not just better off; 
this country is better than it was 8 years ago. 
What do I mean by that? Listen. The crime 
rate has gone down every year, to a 26-year 
low. The welfare rolls have been cut in half, 
to a 32-year low. Teen pregnancy is down; 
teen drug abuse is down. The number of peo- 
ple without health insurance is down for the 
first time in 12 years, thanks to the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. The environment 
is up—the air is cleaner; the water is cleaner. 
We've cleaned up: 3 times as many toxic waste 
dumps in 8 years as they did in 12 and set 
aside more land pe srmanently than any ad- 
ministration since Theodore Roosevelt, 100 
years ago. 

Now, finally—finally—the schools are get- 
ting better; education is getting better. On 
all the—the national test scores show reading 
scores are up; math scores are up; science 
scores are up. The dropout rate is down; the 
college-going rate is at an all-time high, 
thanks in part to the biggest expansion of col- 
lege aid under our administration in 50 years. 
So we're moving in the right direction. 
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So here’s the second question: Do you 

want to keep the progress of the last 8 years 
going? Now, just like on the economy, you 
have a choice. If you vote for Al Gore and 
Joe Lieberman and Mike Honda, in health 
care, you get a Patients’ Bill of Rights; you 
get a Medicare drug benefit for all the sen- 
iors who need it; you get more health care 
coverage for children and lower income 
working families that can’t afford it. You get 
a commitment to a clean environment, in- 
cluding a clean energy conservation future. 
You get more police on the street. You get 
100,000 more teachers in the classroom and 
funds to build or modernize schools all across 
America where they're in trouble. And you 
get a tax deduction for the cost of college 
tuition. 

Now, the other party, from top to bottom, 
has committed to do the following: To abol- 
ish the 100,000 police program and oppose 
our commonsense gun safety measures; to 
abolish the 100,000 teacher program before 
we finish that. They're against the real Pa- 
tients’ Bill of Rights and against the Medicare 
drug program that all our seniors can buy 
into. And they don’t agree with our clean en- 
ergy conservation future. They think we can 
drill our way out of the hole we're in. 

Now, it’s not like there’s not a choice. But 
if you want to build on the prosperity and 
the progress of the last 8 years, you only have 
one choice: Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and 
Mike Honda. 

Now, here’s question number three. Now, 
here is the third big question. And in some 
ways, it’s the most important of all, although 
it’s not as high on the political radar screen. 
It is whether we're going to continue to build 
one America, where every law-abiding citizen 
feels a part, an equal part, and feels that the 
Government in Washington—especially in 
the White House, but also in the Congress— 
is on their side, and even when I don’t agree 
with you, I have a listening ear. 

I have tried to make you feel that the 
White House was your house these last 8 
years. Without regard to your race, your reli- 
gion, your gender, whether you were straight 
or gay, whether you were Native American 
or European-American, whatever, I tried to 
make the American people feel that they had 
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someone in the White House who was look- 
ing out for them. 

Now, what do we do? The family leave 
law; mending but not ending affirmative ac- 
tion; fighting for fairness for immigrants and 
for civil rights; fighting for AmeriCorps, 
which is active here in San Jose and all across 
America. 

Now, there’s a choice here. If you vote for 
Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and Mike 
Honda, in the area of one America you get 
people who want to pass hate crimes legisla- 
tion, employment nondiscrimination legisla- 
tion, equal pay for women legislation, and 
a Supreme Court that will defend civil rights, 
human rights, and a woman’s right to choose. 

In every area—in every area, our friends 
in the other party are against the strong hate 
crimes bill, against the employment non- 
discrimination bill, against the bill to 
strengthen equal pay for women, and they 
have made it clear that the Supreme C ourt 
they want is a very different one. 

So it’s not like there is no choice. But you 
see, that’s what's so frustrating. Because if 
everyone knew what the choice was and un- 
derstood the consequences, we'd win. That’s 
why I asked you, when I started, to listen 
and not just cheer, and to spend every mo- 
ment you can in the next 4 days talking to 
your friends who would never come to a rally 
like this, but will vote or would vote if they 
knew what was at stake—not only here, but 
throughout the State and throughout the Na- 
tion. It is worth your time. 

So now you know, you can call people and 
say, “Look, there are three big questions 
here. Do you want to keep the prosperity 
going; do you want to keep the progress 
going; do you want to keep building one 
America?” 

if you look at California, you see a picture 
of tomorrow's America. And believe me, if 
you think about the scientific and techno- 
logical changes and the demographic changes 
here, these kids that are here in this audience 
today are going to live in the most exciting, 
prosperous, interesting time in the history of 
the world. 

More than anything else, this election is 
for them. And I’m glad there are so many 
young people here today, because this is your 
election and your future and your century. 
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So will you do this for the next 4 days? 
Will you go out and call your friends and 
talk to your friends? [Applause ] And just tell 
them, if you want to keep the prosperity 
going, if you want to keep the progress going, 
if you want to keep building one America, 
there is only one choice: Al Gore, Joe 
Lieberman, and Mike Honda. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:43 p.m. in the 
Parkside Ballroom at the San Jose Civic Center. 
In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Ron 
Gonzales of San Jose; Gov. Gray Davis of Cali- 
fornia; former professional baseball players Willie 
Mays and Hank Aaron; and Mike Honda, can- 
didate for California’s 15th Congressional District. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue. 


Statement on Pipeline Safety 
November 3, 2000 


Today my administration is taking signifi- 
cant steps to ensure the safety of Americans 
living and working near the more than 2 mil- 
lion miles of oil and gas pipeline that criss- 
cross our country. These pipelines are vital 
to our economy and our daily lives. But when 
they fail, they can damage the environment, 
contaminate our drinking water, threaten the 
safety of our communities, and put human 
lives at risk. Recent tragedies in Bellingham, 
Washington, and near Carlsbad, New Mex- 
ico, have underscored the need to improve 
pipeline safety nationwide. 

Despite efforts in both the House and the 
Senate, there has been no final action this 
year on legislation to improve pipeline safety. 
Consequently, we are taking two actions 
today to strengthen protections for commu- 
nities across the country. First, the Depart- 
ment of Transportation is issuing strong new 
requirements for large hazardous liquid pipe- 
line operators to regularly inspect and 
promptly repair pipelines in populated and 
environmentally sensitive areas and to take 
systematic steps to detect and prevent leaks. 
Second, I am directing the Secretary of 
Transportation to take additional steps fead- 
ing to stronger pipeline safety standards, im- 
proved enforcement, enhanced Federal- 
State partnerships, increased public access to 
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information, and more innovative tech- 
nology. Together, these actions will help en- 
sure th: at our pipe line system is sound, our 
communities are 
is protected. 


safe, and our environment 


NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue 


Memorandum on Pipeline Safety 
November 3, 2000 
Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Transportation 
Subject: Pipeline Safety 

Over 2 million miles of oil and gas pipeline 
crisscross our country. These pipelines help 
transport the products that fuel our cars and 


heat our homes. While the safety record of 


our Nation’s pipeline system is strong, acci- 
dents still occur. That is why we need to con- 
tinue our efforts to improve pipeline safety 
nationwide. 

Preventing pipeline failures is imperative 
to protecting our communities and our nat- 
ural resources. These failures can damage the 
environment, contaminate our drinking 
water, threaten the safety of our commu- 
nities, and put human lives at risk. The tragic 
accidents that recently occurred near Carls- 
bad, New Mexico, and in Bellingham, Wash- 
ington, profoundly underscore the need for 
stronger pipeline safety measures. We simply 
cannot allow these fatal tragedies to be re- 
peated. 

To improve pipeline safety, the Depart- 
ment of Transportation (DOT or Depart- 
ment) has worked diligently to curb third- 


party damage, one of the leading causes of 


pipeline failures today. As a result, incidents 
caused by third-party damage have been re- 
duced by 30 percent. In addition, to help 
prevent spills, DOT has sponsored research 
to develop new inspection technologies that 
find dents and other excavation damage. The 
Department has also increased pipeline pro- 
tections by requiring improved corrosion 
control, and is working on the first com- 
prehensive National Pipeline Mapping Sys- 
tem. This important new mapping tool will 
provide States, communities, and the public 
with the information they need to better pro- 


tect themselves, their families, and their en- 
vironment. 

Although my Administration has made 
progress in addressing important pipeline 
safety and environmental concerns, we also 
recognized the need for a more focused stat- 
utory direction in this area. In an effort to 
improve our Federal pipeline safety pro- 
gram, my Administration proposed com- 
prehensive pipeline safety legislation in April 
of this year. The * ‘Pipeline Safety and Com- 
munity Protection Act of 2000” was devel- 
oped to address five basic principles: (1) im- 
prove pipeline safety standards, (2) strength- 
en enforcement of pipeline safety laws and 
regulations, (3) enhance Federal-State part- 
nerships, (4) provide the public with better 
information and opportunities to participate, 
and (5) support research and development 
of innovative pipeline safety technologies. 
Despite significant efforts, the Congress has 
not passed comprehensive pipeline safety 
legislation this year. My Administration con- 
tinues to support efforts by the C ongress to 
strengthen our Federal pipeline s safety law 
to addve »ss the five key principles outlined 
above. In the interim, however, we are pre- 
pared to take action to fulfill these principles 
to the greatest extent possible using existing 
authorities. 

As an example, I am pleased that today, 
the Administrator of the Research and Spe- 
cial Programs Administration is signing a new 
regulation that will greatly enhance pipeline 
safe sty measures in areas sensitive to damage 
from hazardous liquid pipeline sceidinahe. 
This regulation will provide additional safe- 
guards for populated areas, environmentally 
sensitive areas, and commercially navigable 
waterways. Under the new integrity manage- 
ment programs required by this regulation, 
hazardous liquid pipeline operators that op- 
erate 500 or more miles of pipeline will con- 
duct an initial testing of their pipelines within 
7 years and periodically, in most instances, 
every 5 years using internal inspection, pres- 
sure testing, or other equivalent testing tech- 
nology. They will also be required to carry 
out prompt repairs, and use prevention and 
mitigation measures as necessary to reduce 
potential impacts to safety and the environ- 
ment. 
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But even more can be done. To help en- 
sure that American in the 21st age has 
the safest pipeline system possible, I am di- 
recting you to take the following actions to 
strengthen the Federal pipeline safety pro- 
gram and improve pipeline safety nation- 
wide. These actions are based on the five 
principles set forth above, and are to be car- 
ried out in consultation with the Adminis- 
trator of the Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy, the Secretary of the Interior, the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, the Secretary of En- 
ergy, the Attorney General, the Chair of the 
Council on Environmental Quality, and the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, as appropriate. 

(1) Improve pipeline safety standards. To 
fulfill requirements of Federal pipeline safe- 
ty law, and in response to recommendations 
by the National Transportation Safety Board 
and the Department's Inspector General, I 
direct DOT to: 

(a) issue a final rulemaking within 30 
days to define environmentally sen- 
sitive areas in which hazardous liquid 
pipeline operators must develop and 
follow integrity management plans. 
develop and begin implementing no 
later than January 15, 2001, a com- 
prehensive plan for further improving 
hazardous liquid and natural gas pipe- 
line safety standards. This should ad- 
dress the need for additional regula- 
tions implementing integrity manage- 
ment programs for all hazardous liq- 
uid pipeline operators and natural gas 
transmission pipeline operators. The 
plan should also include a schedule 
for the prompt proposal of regulations 
for adequate corrosion control of haz- 
ardous liquid and natural gas pipe- 
lines, including cathodic protection. 
Appropriate new standards should be 
developed through notice and com- 
ment rulemaking, in accordance with 
all applicable Executive Orders, and 
in consultation with other Federal de- 
partments and agencies, States, 
tribes, industry, labor, pipeline safety 
advocates, environmental organiza- 
tions, and the public; and 

(c) ensure that integrity management 
programs and operator qualification 
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programs are thoroughly reviewed by 
the Department. These reviews 
should examine whether operators 
are using internal inspection, leak de- 
tection, and emergency flow restrict- 
ing devices, where necessary, as a part 
of their integrity management pro- 
grams. If, after reviewing an integrity 
management program, you determine 
that a program is inadequate for en- 
suring the safe operation of a pipeline 
facility, you should use existing au- 
thorities to require that the operator 
revise the program accordingly, in- 
cluding requiring the use of internal 
inspection devices where appropriate. 
If, after reviewing an operator quali- 
fication program, you determine that 
a program is inadequate for ensuring 
the safe operation of a pipeline facil- 
ity, you should use existing authorities 
to require the operator to revise the 
program accordingly, including re- 
quiring the use of examination or test- 
ing methods beyond the observation 
of on-the-job performance. 

(2) Strengthen enforcement of pipeline 
safety laws and regulations. To improve the 
enforcement of pipeline safety laws and reg- 
ulations, and in accordance with the rec- 
ommendations of the General Accounting 
Office, 1 direct you promptly to assess the 
efficacy and current use of all enforcement 
tools available to the Office of Pipeline Safe- 
ty. Based on the findings of this assessment, 
and in coordination with the Attorney Gen- 
eral, you should begin developing a policy 
designed to ensure strong, consistent, and ef- 
fective enforcement of pipeline safety stand- 
ards and compliance, including deterring 
noncompliance, with pipeline safety regula- 
tions. 

(3) Enhance Federal-State partnerships. 
Building on existing experience and consid- 
ering input already received from State regu- 
lators, I direct you to issue guidelines, within 
60 days, outlining opportunities and respon- 
sibilities for States to participate in the over- 
sight of interstate pipelines. Under these 
guidelines, States should be allowed to par- 
ticipate in new construction and incident in- 
vestigation, as well as additional oversight of 
interstate pipeline transportation that will 
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add to overall pipeline safety and address 
local concerns. In addition, under these 
agreements, States should be allowed to par- 
ticipate in the review of integrity manage- 
ment, operator qualification, and damage 
prevention programs. 

(4) Provide the public with better informa- 
tion and opportunities to participate. To im- 
prove public right-to-know and opportunities 
a public involvement while promoting safe- 

, | direct you to initiate activities, including 
if ‘velopment of a comprehensive plan, that 
expand public participation in pipeline deci- 
sions and provide increased access to gas and 
hazardous liquid pipeline data and informa- 
tion. The comprehensive plan should include 
a schedule for developing any necessary 
rulemakings or guidance, and should prov ide 
for: 

(a) improved public access to safety-re- 
lated condition reports, pipeline inci- 
dent reports, integrity management 
programs, and operator qualification 
programs, including access through 
the internet, annual reports, and 
other methods as appropriate; 
collection of more complete and de- 
tailed information on the causes of ac- 
cidents, thereby facilitating better 
trends analysis and helping to prevent 
future accidents. Specifically, you 
should improve accident reporting 
forms as soon as possible for both haz- 
ardous liquid and natural gas pipe- 
lines by expanding causal categories 
and clarifying instructions so that data 
submissions are more consistent and 
accurate; and 

) assistance to communities to help 
them more effectively address their 
pipeline safety concerns, including 
the potential availability of a limited 
number of technical assistance grants, 
subject to the availability of appro- 
priations. 

(5) Supporting research and development 
of innovative pipeline safety technologies. In 
coordination with the Secretary of Energy, 

I direct you promptly to initiate a process 
A seek advice and consultation from other 
Federal and State agencies, academia and re- 
search institutions, industry, pipeline safety 
advocates, environmental organizations, and 


other stakeholders on the development and 
implementation of a cooperative program of 
research and development. Based on this 
consultation, you should develop and begin 
implementing a cooperative program to es- 
tablish research priorities, coordinate and le- 
verage research funding, and maximize ef- 
forts for ensuring pipeline integrity. This pro- 
gram should address the need to: 

(a) expand internal inspection device ca- 
pabilities to identify and measure de- 
fects and anomalies, including auto- 
mated internal pipeline inspection 
sensor systems; 
inspect pipelines that cannot accom- 
modate internal inspection devices, 
including structural integrity meas- 
urement; 

) develop and improve technologies to 
identify, monitor, and prevent outeide 
force damage, including satellite sur- 
veillance; 

(d) improve corrosion control and pre- 
vention methods; 

(e) expand leak detection; and 

(f) ensure public safety and environ- 
mental protection in other related 
ways. 

The Department of Transportation shall 
implement this memorandum consistent 
with its appropriations and to the extent per- 
mitted by law. 

This memorandum is not intended to cre- 
ate any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law 
or equity by a party against the United States, 
its agencies, or instrumentalities, or any other 
person. 


William J. Clinton 


NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
November 4, 2000 


Good morning. In just 3 days now, the 
American people will perform the most pro- 
found act of our democracy. They'll step into 
the voting booths all across America and, 
with the power guaranteed them by the Con- 
stitution, decide the future direction of our 
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great Nation. It’s an awesome responsibility, 
especially at this remarkable moment in his- 
tory, when our ability to build the 
our dreams for our children has never been 
greater. 

Look at what we've already accomplished 
together. Eight years ago interest rates were 
high, and 10 million of our people were out 
of work, deficits and debt were sky- 
rocketing—so were the welfare rolls, crime, 
teen pregnancy, and income inequality. 

But the American people made a choice 
to follow a new path, guided by old values 
of opportunity for all, responsibility from all, 
in a community of all Americans. And today, 
we're a Nation transformed, with the longest 
economic expansion in our history, more 
than 22 million new jobs, the lowest unem- 
ployment in 30 years, wages rising at all in- 
come levels, the highest homeownership in 
history. 

Just yesterday we learned that unemploy- 
ment remains at 3.9 percent, and Hispanic 
unemployment has dropped to 5 percent, the 
lowest level on record. African-American un- 
employment has also been cut in half over 
the last 8 years to its lowest level ever re- 
corded. 

This turnaround is about more than eco- 
nomics. We've also got the lowest welfare 
rolls in 32 years, the lowest crime rates in 
26 years. Teen pregnancy and drug abuse are 
down. Student test scores are up. There are 
fewer people without health insurance, for 
the first time in a dozen years. 

Now, how do we keep this remarkable 
progress going? That’s the question America 
must decide on Tuesday, because the 
is still out there waiting for us. 

Let me give you just one example. We all 
know that medical decisions should be made 
by doctors and nurses, not accountants, and 
that health plans too often do deny vital care 
and do delay appeals for months on end. 
There is now a bipartisan majority in Con- 
gress ready to pass a real, enforceable Pa- 
tients’ Bill of Rights to deal with aor ms 
like these. But the Republican leaders in 
Congress, under pressure from the HMO 
lobby, won’t bring it up for a vote. That's 
not how democracy should work. 

As President, there are steps I can take 
to move us forward, and today I am taking 
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an important one. I’m directing the Labor 
Department to issue final rules within 2 
weeks requiring private health plans covering 
130 million Americans to provide a fair and 
unbiased process for patients to appeal when 
coverage has been denied or delayed. 

Under this new rule, for the very first time, 
health plans would be required to make cov- 
erage decisions quickly and to provide con- 
sumers with reliable information on their 
rights and benefits. This new rule is an im- 
portant step toward providing Americans the 
health care protections they need and de- 
serve. But the only way to give every Amer- 
ican in every health plan the right to see a 
specialist, to go to the nearest emergency 
room—not the cheapest—and to hold a 
health care plan accountable when it causes 
harm, the only way to do those things is to 
pass a real, enforceable Patients’ Bill of 
Rights. The American people can make sure 
that will happen by voting on Tuesday. 

Now, you know my choice. But what’ s im- 
portant is your choice. A lot is at stake. Your 
vote will decide whether we're going to use 
the budget surplus to make America debt- 
free and keep interest rates low and the econ- 
omy growing, or go back to an age of deficits. 
Your vote will decide whether we strengthen 
Social Security and Medicare and add afford- 
able prescription drug benefits to Medicare. 

Your vote will decide whether we invest 
in education and new classrooms and smaller 
class sizes, in improving teacher quality and 
turning around failing schools. Your vote will 
decide whether we bring prosperity to peo- 
ple and places left behind in our recovery. 
Your vote will decide whether we stand up 
to hate crimes and racial profiling, provide 
equal pay for equal work, and protect a wom- 
an’s right to choose. 

Franklin Roosevelt once said, the ultimate 
rulers of our democracy are not a President 
or Senators or Congressmen or Government 
officials, but the voters of this country. From 
Lexington and Concord to the beaches of 
Normandy to the streets of Selma, brave 
Americans fought and died for the rights we 
enjoy today. Now, with 8 years of great 
progress behind us, we know we have the 
power to build the future of our dreams for 
our children. 
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Memorandum on Providing Patient 
Protections Through Final 
Regulations on Internal Appeals 
and Information Disclosure 


November 4, 2000 


Memorandum for the Secretary of Labor 


Subject: Providing Patient Protections 
Through Final Regulations on Internal 
Appeals and Information Disclosure 


1997, I appointed you and Secretary of 
Health and Human Donna E 
Shalala, to co-chair the Advisory Commission 
on Consumer Protection and Quality in the 
Health Care Industry (the 
Through the 
you and Secretary Shalala 


SeTVICES, 


‘Quality Commis- 
sion” 
in bringing to- 
gether a broad and diverse group of commis- 
sion members, the Quality Commission iden- 
tified numerous shortcomings related to con- 
sumer protections 1n the Nation’s frequently 
evolving health-care delivery system 

Among the 
Quality 


within 
the 


numerous problems 


health-care delive TY system, 


Commission specific ally cited that tens of 


millions of Americans with private health in- 
surance do not have access to a fair and time- 
ly appeals process. More specifically, under 
the E mployee Retirement Income Security 
Act (ERISA), 130 million Americans with 
employer-sponsored health plans lack the 
protection of a meaningful internal appeals 
process when plans deny benefits for health 
care. Health plans mi aking benefit decisions 
often do not have the medical expertise to 
make such decisions and appeals of these de- 
cisions can take as long as 300 days. As a 
consequence, countless Americans have been 


extraordinary efforts of 
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harmed by inappropriate delays and denials 
of benefits 

The Qi Commission 
that the netit 
shortcomings, which hurt American patients 
their be addressed through a 
Consumer Bill of Rights. Such improvements 


I 
important element of a broader array 


iality recommended 


be appeals and information 


’ , 
and families, 


were an 
of patient protections inci luding a right to see 
right to 


and a right to continue ongoing medical 


a specialist a receive emergency 
care 
treatment without disruption Since the re- 
the 
Administration has been 


bipartisan 


lease of Quality Commission’s findings, 
} 
working with a 


group of Members of Congress 


my 


committed to enacting these and 
other critical protections, such as holding 
health plans accountable when they take ac- 
tions that injure patients 


Ww ho are 


As we _ worked to pass a bipartisan, 
ble Patients Bill of Rights, you have 
held public hearings that confirmed the need 
for a wide range of protections, with a par- 


ent orcea 


ticular focus on those protections my Admin- 
istration can extend by executive action: a fair 


and timely process for internal appeals and 
meaningtul 


information disclosure 
sumers. With my concurrence 


to 
» you have not 
implemented these protections because of 
our mutual belief that it would be far better 
to establish them in the context of broader 
protections that would be included should 
the Patients Bill of Rights be passed by the 
Congress. Unfortunately, it appears 
clear that this Congress will not pass a mean- 
ingful and enforceable Patients Bill of Rights 
With this in mind, I hereby di- 
rect as follows , 
You shall in the next 2 weeks promulgate 
final regulations protecting millions of indi- 
viduals with employer-based health coverage. 
The regulations shall establish a fair and un- 
biased process for reviewing medical benefits 


con- 


now 


this session 


claims, require timely coverage and appeal 
decisions, and direct plans to provide mean- 
ingful information to patie nts advising them 
of their rights to the appeals process. 

This memorandum is not intended to cre- 
ate any right or benefit, substantive or proce- 
dural, enforceable at law or equity by a party 
against the United States, its agencies, or in- 
strumentalities, or any other person. 


William J. Clinton 
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Remarks at a Bronx County 
Democratic Committee Rally 
in New York City 

November 4, 2000 


The President. Thank you. Wow! 
ready to win this election? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. I want to begin with a set 
of thank-you’s. I thank the Bronx for being 
so good to me and Al Gore and Hillary and 
Tipper these last 8 years. I thank Fernando 
Ferrer, who started with me in late 1991, 
when only my mother thought I could be 
elected President. [Laughter] 1 thank 
Roberto Ramirez for his strong leadership 
here and his friendship. I thank your Con- 
gressman, José Serrano, who has been with 
me for 8 years in Washington, DC. 


Are you 


I want to thank your State comptroller, 
Carl McCall, for his great leade rship and 
pases oie ] 


the senate, the members of the assembly, the 


members of the council that are here. I un- 
derstand Congressman Joe Crowley from 
Queens is here to sing the national anthem 
and to make sure I’m not the only Irishman 
here today. I thank you. [Laughter] 

Now look, I’m te mpted just to give you 
one applause line after another. This is the 
best chanting crowd I’ve heard in a long time. 
[Laughter] But Roberto said, you know, 
you've just got 4 days, and those 4 days will 
determine 4 years, maybe 8 years, maybe the 
next 20 years of our Nation’s life. So I want 


to ask you to indulge me just a couple of 


minutes while I talk about where we’ re going. 
Because for all of you here 
crowd—the truth is, 
friends who have never been to an event like 
this. Is that right? [Applause] There’s our 
State party chair, Judith Hope. Thank you, 
Judith, for being here. Thank you. 

But you've got a lot of friends who have 
never been to hear the President speak, 
right? Never been to a Democratic meeting 
in the Bronx, never heard Hillary or Vice 
President Gore or anybody. But they'll vote. 
Or they might vote if ‘they know cle arly what 
the choice is and what the consequence is 
for their families and their community and 
their country. 


and it’s a great 


I thank the members of 


you've all got a lot of 
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So I just want to say a few things to you 
from the heart. You have been very good to 
me. And America is better off than it was 
8 years ago. But what I believe is that this 
election is eve ry bit as important as the elec- 
tion we had in 1992. And it is very important 
to realize that we’re not just voting for peo- 
ple; we're also voting for a set of ideas about 
how our country should work. 

You know, Fernando Ferrer said this—I 
want to say it again—I always wanted you 
to feel, even whether you agreed or disagreed 
with me, that you had somebody in the White 
House who was on your side, somebody who 
understood what your lives were like, and 
your hopes and your dreams, and was pulling 
for you and trying to help you make your 
lives better. 

Now, 8 years ago Al Gore and I promised 
that if you would give us a chance to serve, 
we would put people first. We tried to create 
opportunity for every responsible citizen in 
a community in which every American had 
a part. This year the American people have 
to decide to put our country and our children 
first, at a time of unprecedented prosperity. 
And the truth is, sometimes it’s harder to 
make a good, clear decision when times are 
good than when they're tough. 

I mean, I know New Yorkers took a chance 
on me in ’92. I know that. I remember when 
the incumbent President kept referring to 
me as the Governor of a small southern State. 
[Laughter| Remember when he said that? 
And I was so naive at the time, I thought 
it was a compliment. [Laughter] The truth 
is, I still do. [Laughter] 

But hey, give me a break. It wasn’t that 
much of a chance. The country was in the 
ditch. We had to change, right? But now 
things are going well. 

So there are three big questions that have 
to be asked and answered. And what I’m 
going to ask you to do is to take every spare 
minute you've got between now and the time 
the polls close to talk to all the people you 
know who are not here today and have never 
come to one of these things but could show 
up, because that could make the difference. 

I just got back from California. I’m going 
back to Arkansas tomorrow. All over the 
country, I’ve never seen an election like this. 
There are 12 or 13 States where the election 
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is within 2 points one way or the other. There 
are congressional races and Senate races that 
are just unbelievably tight. And I am con- 
vinced it’s because in these good times peo- 
ple are not absolutely clear about what the 
consequences are 

So here are the three things I want you 
to say to your neighbors. Number one, if you 
remember where we were 8 years ago and 
you look at where we are today, do you want 
to keep the prosperity going and give it to 
people who haven't felt it yet? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Now, if you do, there’s a 
Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and 
Hillary say, “Okay, you want to keep the 
prosperity going? First, we've got to keep 
paying down the debt to keep interest rates 
low.” That’s the biggest tax cut we can give 
anybody. It means 


choice. 


lower mortgage rates, 


lower car payments, lower college loan pay- 


ments, lower credit card payments; lower 
business loans costs, which means more busi- 
nesses, more jobs, higher incomes and a bet- 
ter stock market. 

And then take what's left, once you figure 
out what you've got to do to pay the debt 
down, and spend it on education and health 
care and the environment and a tax cut we 
can afford for our family, for child care, long- 
term care, college education, and retirement. 
Now, that’s their deal. 

The Republicans’ 
say—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Hey, wait. Wait. It sounds 
good. What's their line? Their line is, “Hey, 
this is your money”—which, of course, it is— 
“so we'll just give it all to you now. We'll 
have a tax cut that’s 3 times bigger than the 
Democrats’. We'll privatize Social Security 
and let young people take the money and 
run. And we'll spend some money, too.” 

Now, here are the problems with that. 
People ask me all the time, “How did you 
turn the economy around? What great new 
idea did you bring to Washington?” Do you 
know what my answer is? “Arithmetic. We 
brought arithmetic to Washington.” [Laugh- 
ter} 

Now, look. You know, I heard—Governor 
Bush said there was an education recession; 
there’s really an education renaissance. And 


sounds good. 


They 


Nov. 4 / Administration of William J]. Clinton, 2000 


I'm telling you, everybody in the Bronx can 
figure this out. Here’s the deal: The surplus 
is supposed to be $2 trillion, right? Forget 
about all those zeroes; that’s hard. But it’s 
2—the surplus, right? [Laughter] Okay 
Now, their tax cut and the interest associated 
with it cost $1.6 trillion—1.6. When they pri- 
vatize Social Security, that costs a trillion dol- 
lars. Why? Because if all you young folks take 
your pé ayroll, eve rybody like me that’s 55 or 
over that’s been guaranteed we will get what 
we've got coming—and as Al Gore keeps 
pointing out, can’t spend the same 
money twice—so if you take a trillion out, 
we've got to put a trillion in, right? So that’s 
1.6 plus 1. And then they promise to spend 
a half a trillion dollars; that’s .5. 

Now, 1.6 plus 1 plus .5 is 3.1—3.1 is bigger 
than 2. [Laughter] That’s the whole deal. 
Now look, we tried it their way before. Re- 
member? And we ran 12 years of deficits, 
and we quadrupled the national debt. And 
when I took office, interest rates were high; 
inflation was bad; the economy was in the 
tank. We back there just by 
saying—— 

Audience members. No! 

The President. But you've got to tell peo- 
ple, you can’t have it all now. We've got to 
think about our country and our children and 
our obligations to our seniors and our obliga- 
tion to keep this economy going. So tell peo- 
ple that 3.1 is bigger than 2. If you want to 
keep this prosperity going, you've got one 
choice: Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and Hillary. 

Now, the second issue. The country is not 


you 


could go 


just stronger economically; it’s stronger. The 


crime rate is down to a 26-year low. The envi- 
ronment is cleaner. We've cleaned up more 
toxic waste sites in 8 years than they did in 
12—3 times as many. The air is cleaner; the 
water is cleaner; more land preserved forever 
than any administration since Teddy Roo- 
sevelt 100 years ago. 

The health care system is getting better 
We added 26 years to the life of Medicare. 
It was supposed to go broke last year. The 
number of people without health insurance 
is going down for the first time in a dozen 
years. The schools are getting better: math 
scores, reading scores, science scores up; the 
dropout rate down; the college-going rate at 
an all-time high, in no small measure because 
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we passed the biggest expansion of college 
aid in 50 years. 

Now, here’s the deal. Do you want to keep 
building on that progress and doing better? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. There is a difference; 
there is a choice. Look at Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman and Hillary. What do they say? 
They say, keep putting police on the streets; 
keep taking commonsense measures that 
keep guns out of the hands of criminals and 
children. They say, keep cleaning up the en- 
vironment, and give us a clean ene rgy future 
and one that’s more secure, so you don’t have 
to worry about what home he ating oil is going 
to cost every winter because we'll have more 
sources of energy and we'll use it better. 

They say, keep insuring children until all 
our kids are insured, and then get their work- 
ing-class parents health insurance, too. Pass 
the Patients’ Bil! of Rights. Pass Medicare 
prescription drugs for every senior who 
needs it. 

They say, give the States and the school 
districts money to rebuild crumbling schools 
and build new ones; put 100,000 qualified 
teachers in the early grades so these kids will 
have little classes; have universal preschool 
and after-school for the kids who need it; and 
give our families a tax deduction for the cost 
of college tuition so everybody can afford to 
go to college. Now, that’s what they say. 

Now, you've got a choice. W hat do the Re- 
publicans say? This is what they've com- 
mitted to do. They've committed to abolish 
the 100,000 police program, break down the 
100,000 teacher program. They've com- 
mitted to relax the clean air standards and 
to reverse a lot of the land I've protected. 
They are against the Patients’ Bill of Rights. 
They are against the Medicare prescription 
drugs for all of our seniors. And their answer 
to education is block grants and vouchers. 

Now, it’s not like you don’t have a choice. 
But if you look where we were 8 years and 
you look where we are now, and you want 
to build on that progress, you just have one 
choice: Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and Hillary. 

Here’s the third big thing. There are just 
three big questions in this race. The third 
big thing is, don’t you want to keep building 
one America, one community where we're 
all going forward together? That's a big issue. 


This economy is the first recovery in 30 years 
where everybody got to go along for the ride: 
African-American unemployment cut in half; 
Hispanic unemployment cut by more than 
half; the lowest minority une mployme nt in 
the history of the country that we have ever 
registe red: average income up $5,000; child 
poverty down 30 percent; poverty at a 20- 
year low; welfare rolls cut in half. We're all 
going along for the ride. 

Now, if you adopt their economic pro- 
gram, we'll keep growing together. And it’s 
more than economics. We didn’t end affirma- 
tive action, as the Republicans wanted to do; 
we amended it. We fought for fairness and 
decency for our immigrants. We fought for 
an end to prejudice and for civil rights. 

Now, you've got a choice. Look at Al Gore, 
Joe Lieberman, and Hillary. They're for hate 
crimes legislation, employment non- 
discrimination legislation, stronger enforce- 
ment of equal pay for women, fairness for 
immigrants, and a Supreme Court that will 
protect civil rights, human rights, and a wom- 
an’s right to choose. 

Now, in every area, in every area from top 
to bottom, the Republicans have the opposite 
position. So it’s not like there is a choice. 
You've got to go out and just tell people, 

“Look, you don’t think you’re going to go 
vote? You don’t think it makes any dif- 
ference? If you want to keep the prosperity 
going, if you want to build on the progress 
for the last 8 years, if you want to keep build- 
ing one America so we all go along for the 
ride, you’ve got one choice: Al Gore, Joe 
Lieberman, and Hillary.” 

Now, let me just say one thing else. Let 
me say something personally. I know both 
these people better than about everybody 
who is going to vote in America. [Laughter] 
And I know something about the Presidency 
and something et the Congress and 
something about the Senate. And I would 
like to say a couple of personal words. 

John Kennedy said the Presidency was 
preeminently a place of de -cisionmaking. Al 
Gore has done more good for the American 
people as Vice President than anybody in his- 
tory. He has more experience. He has more 
ability to make those decisions. He is the 
hardest working person I have ever known. 
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He has the capacity to keep learning and the 
curiosity to do it 

He understands the world, which is why, 
if you talk to the Albanian-Americans in New 
York City, of whom there is quite a good 
number in New York, they were probably as- 
tonished when his opponent said we 
shouldn't be in Kosovo. We had to stand up 
against ethnic cleansing and slaughter there; 
it was the right thing to do 

And he understands the future. I put him 
in charge of connecting all our schools to the 
Internet. When we started, only 3 percent 
of the classrooms in the country were con- 
nected; now 65 percent are. Ninety percent 
of the poorest schools in America are con- 
nected to the Internet 

He is a good man who will make good de- 
cisions, who will be a great President. And 
I can tell you that based on my personal 
knowledge. If you want somebody you can 
bank on in a crisis and bank on to make the 
most of these good times, you need to tell 
people that. I know this 

And I'll tell you something about Hillary. 
She knows more she knows more about 
and family, about education and 
health care, about how to bring economic op- 


children 


portunity to distressed areas than anybody | 
can imagine who could be running for Presi- 
dent 
these issues for 20 years, some of these issues 
for 30 years. She has been part of all the 
efforts we've made for peace, from Northern 
Ireland to the Balkans to the Middle East. 

She has been part of our outreach to Afri- 
ca, to Latin America, to South Asia, to places 
that America used to ignore. But we know 
that we have Americans from those places, 
and we know we should be their partners 
for the future. 

And I told her when she decided to do 
this that New York was a pretty tough sell 
Laughter) | said, “You know, just remember 
the primary I went through in New York in 
92.” I said, “They'll put you through your 
paces there.” And so you have. [Laughter] 

And she has been subject to a campaign 
that has amazed even me, and I’ve been 
through a lot—{laughter|—for its emphasis 
on trying to build a wellspring of resentment 
and division among our State. But hey, you 
know, that’s part of the deal. And she has 


She has worked on this stuff, some of 
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met every test. She has worked her heart out 
for 16 months. She has come to eve ry com- 
munity; she’s been there for you 

So here is what I want to tell you. Yes, 
we're right on the issues. Yes, if you want 
to keep the prosperity going, build on the 
social progress, and bring everybody along 
together, you've got to be for Al Gore and 
Joe Lieberman and Hillary, but they're also, 
by far and away, the best qualified people 
to keep serving you. So go out and talk to 
your neighbors and win this election on 
Tuesday 


Thank you 


NoTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. in the 
Main Dining Room at the Marina Del Ray res- 
taurant. In his remarks, he referred to Fernando 
Ferrer, president, Bronx New York 
State Assemblyman Roberto Ramirez; and Repub- 
lican Presidential George W 
Bush 


Borough 


candidate Gov 
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The President. Thank you. Are you ready 
to win this election? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Are you ready to make 
Charles Rangel the first African-American 
chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, the most powerful committee in 
the United States Congress? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. | want to say a thank you 
to everyone here. I thank you, Carl McCall, 
for your great leadership of New York and 
for your friendship to me and your support 
of Hillary. Your future is limitless, and you 
have done a great job for the people of this 
State. Thank you. 

I want to thank Representatives Jerry 
Nadler and Carolyn Maloney. They and 
Charlie have been with me all the way. I want 


to thank your borough president Virginia 


Farrell, thank you. All t 
Dennis 


lermo Linares, 


Fields, for being here. Assemblyman Denny 


he others behind me 
Randi Weingarten *nil- 
Adam Clayton Powell, Lee 
And 


Rivera, 


Saunders, thank you all for being here 





000 
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give a big hand to Luther Vandross for show- 
ing up and being with us. 

You know, when Charlie was saying that 
I was your President, I leaned over to Luther 
and I said, “You know, Luther, in another 
life, if I'd have been a little better musician, 
I'd have been playing jazz at the Cotton Club 
instead of running for President.’ 

More than anything else today, I wanted 
to come by to have this chance to thank you, 
to thank the people of Harlem and New York 
City for being so good to me and to Al Gore 
these last 8 years. And thank you, thank you 
for your support for my wife. It means more 
to me than you will ever know. Thanks for 
hanging in there 

Now look, the temptation is for us to just 
shout here for 4 or 5 minutes because we're 
all on the same side, and I’m preaching to 
the saved. But the truth is that everybody 
in this great crowd tonight has friends who 
have never come to hear a President speak 
or come to any political rally. Is that right? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. But all those people could 
vote if they understand what's at stake and 
if they understand what it means for them- 
selves, their families, this great city, and our 
Nation. So I want you to just give me a cou- 
ple of minutes to tell you what I hope you 
will tell everybody you can find between now 
and when the polls close. Because this race 
would not be close for President, it wouldn’t 
be close for Senator, it wouldn’t be close any- 
where in America, I believe, if people could 
remember where we were 
compare 


{Laughter} 


8 years ago and 
it to where we are today, and then 
if people understood where we're going and 
what the differences are. 

There are three big questions in this elec- 
tion. Question number one, do you want to 
keep this prosperity going and give it to peo- 
ple who haven't been part of it yet? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Well, if you do, there is 
a big choice: Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and 
Hillary and Charlie Rangel. Here’s what they 
say. They say we've got to keep paying down 
the debt to keep interest rates low because 
that means lower home mortgages, lower car 
loans, lower credit card loans, lower college 
loans, lower business loans. It means more 
jobs, higher income, more jobs for working 
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people, and more in the stock market. Every- 
body wins that way. That’s how we made this 
economy recover. 

let’s take what’s left and 
invest it in our kids in health care and edu- 
cation and the environment and a tax cut we 
can afford for child care, for long-term care, 
for college education, for retirement. That’s 
what they say. 

Now, on the other side, our Republican 
friends say, “Hey, this is your money, and 
we're going to give it to you. We're going 
to give it all to you right now.” And here’s 
what they say. They say, “We're going to give 
you a huge tax cut”— even though almost 
everybody in this crowd would be better off 
under ours—‘“and then, we're going to pri- 

vatize Social Security and let the young peo- 
ple have their payroll tax back, and then 
ve re going to spend some money.” 

Now look, here’s the problem. You all 
clapped for me when I said the economy was 
better. But people ask me all the time, “What 
great new idea did you bring to Washington 
to turn the economy around?” You know 
what I “Arithmetic. We brought 
arithmetic back to Washington.” [Laughter] 

Now, we made the numbers add up. You 
all can remember this. Everybody remember 
this: Vice President Gore’s opponent says 
we're in an education recession. He’s wrong 
about that; our schools are getting better. I’ll 
say more about that. I can tell you, everybody 
can understand this. 

The surplus is supposed to be $2 trillion. 
Forget about all the zeroes. That’s a lot of 
money. Two. Okay? They want to give three- 
quarters of it in a tax cut, $1.6 trillion—1.6. 
Then they want to give you, if you re young, 
your pa ayroll tax back, 2 percent of it. But 
they've got to promise people that are older, 
like me, that we can still get our Social Secu- 
rity. And as the Vice President keeps pointing 
out, you can’t spend the same dollar on two 
different people. So that costs another trillion 
dollars—1. Then they want to spend a little 
money, too. They want to spend a half a tril- 
lion dollars. That’s .5. Now, you add it up— 
1.6 plus 1 plus .5 is 3.1. Three-point-one is 
bigger than 2. [Laughter] 

Now look, if you like this economy and 
you want to keep growing jobs and you want 
to keep your incomes going up and you want 


Then they say, 


answer? 
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to keep the interest rates down so you can 
afford to make a car payment afford to make 
a college loan payment afford credit cards, 
afford home mortgages, you can’t have 3.1 
being bigger than 2. This is not rocket 
science 

And therefore, there is only one choice 
and the choice is Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, 
Hillary, and Charlie Rangel 

Now, the second big question. This coun- 
try is not just better off Crime 


is at a 26-year low. The environment is clean- 


it’s better 


er—cleaner air, cleaner water, 3 times as 
many toxic waste dumps cleaned up on our 
watch as the previous 12 years. And we set 
aside more land forever than anybody s 
Teddy Roosevelt, 100 years ago 

Now 


number of people without health insurance 


in addition to that, we've got the 
going down for the first time in a dozen years 
And I was talking about the schools. Here 
are the facts. The reading scores, the math 
scores, the science scores are up For the first 
the of the the 
African-American high school graduation 
rate is almost equal to the white graduation 


time in history country, 


rate, virtually the same 

We've got record numbers of people going 
on to college. We've had a 300 percent in- 
crease in the number of Latino and African- 
American kids taking advanced placement 
tests just in the last 3 years alone. And all 
these schools that everybody said couldn’t be 
turned around, turns out they can be 

I was in a school in Harlem just about a 
month ago that 2 years ago had 80 percent 
of the kids doing reading and math below 
grade just 2 
74 percent of the kids are doing read- 
ing and math at or above grade level. Don’t 


tell me that our kids can’t learn or we can’t 
turn our schools around 


level. Two years later—in 


years 


So here is the second question: In addition 
to building on the prosperity do you want 
to build on the progress of the last 8 years 
and do even better? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. If you do, you have a 
choice: Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Hillary, and 
Charlie Rangel 

What's our program? Put more police on 
the street and do more to take guns away 
from criminals and kids in law-abiding ways; 


f 
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cleaner air, safer energy, do more to develop 
other kinds of ene rgy so people of New York 
don’t have to worry sick every winter about 
whether they'll have enough home heating 
oil or whether they can afford to pay for it. 
Insure all of our kids; pass the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights pass Medicare drug benefits for 
all of our seniors; put a hundred thousand 
teachers in the schools; give New York and 
the other cities of our country funds to build 
or repair and modernize schools so these kids 
have a decent place to go to school: and give 
every family a tax deduction for the cost of 
college tuition; have preschool and _after- 
school programs for all the kids who need 
it—now, that’s our program. 

Now, look at what the Republican program 
is. Here’s what they say on every issue. They 
want to get rid of the commitment to 100,000 
police; they want to get rid of the commit- 
ment to 100,000 teachers. They don’t support 
what we're trying to do to give you school 
construction funds They want to relax the 
clean air standards and reverse a lot of the 
environmental protections I have put in 
They're against the Patients’ Bill of Rights; 
they're against Medicare drugs for all the 
seniors who need them; and they're not for 
a type of tax deduction for the cost of college 
tuition 


So if you want to build on the progress 


of the last 8 years, you just have one choice: 
Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Hillary, and Charlie 
Rangel 


Now, there’s one other big choice, and to 
me, it’s the most important of all. Charlie 
Rangel talked about the affinity that I've had 
with New York City and the people who live 
in Harlem. You couldn’t have guessed it, | 
guess, when I started. I remember when my 
predecessor used to defer to me in a kind 
of a sneering tone as just the Governor of 
a small southern State. [Laughter] And you 
know, I was so naive, I thought it was a com- 
pliment. [Laughter] And I still do. I still do. 

But I'll tell you what I thought. I thought 
to myself, this country works pretty well 
when everybody counts, everybody has a 
chance, and we all work together. And we 
get in a lot of trouble when we start trying 
to divide ourselves one against the other— 
old black, white, or Hispanic, 
straight or gay, people with disabilities and 


or young, 
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people without, rich or You know, 
when we start dividing up the country, we 
don’t do nearly as well as when we work to- 
gether. 


poor 


So we've worked hard on bringing people 
together. When they said I had to end affirm- 
ative action, I said, “I don’t think so—let’s 
don’t end it; let’s just fix it and go on.” When 
the other party wanted to be really harsh with 
ille gal immigrants—or with le gal immigrants, 
I said, “I don’t think so.” This is a country 
Heck, we’re all immigrants 
from somewhere, except the Native 
cans. We all came from somewhere. 

And the most important thing I didn’t tell 
you before about this economic recovery is, 
it’s the first one in 30 years that included 
everybody. We have the A frican- 
American and Latino unemployment rate 
ever recorded, a 20-year low in poverty, the 
welfare rolls cut in half, child poverty down 
by 30 percent, average income up by $5,000 
after inflation. We take everybody along for 
the ride—that’s why we’re Democrats. 

So here’s the third big question: Do you 
want to keep building one American commu- 
nity so we all go forward together? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. There’s a choice. Al Gore, 
Joe Lieberman, Hillary, and Charlie Rangel, 
here’s what they want 

Listen to this. They're for hate crimes leg- 
islation, employment nondiscrimination leg- 
islation, equal pay for women legislation, fair- 
ness for immigrants, an increase in the min- 
imum wage, and a United States Supreme 
Court that protects civil rights, human rights, 
and a woman’s right to choose. 

Now, on every one of these issues, our 
friends in the other party disagree with us. 
It is a choice. So I want you to take every 
opportunity between now and Tuesday to go 
out across this great country and say, “If you 
want to kee P the prospe rity going, if you w: ant 
to build on the progress of the last 8 years, 
if you want to keep building one America, 
you just have one choice: Al Gore, Joe 
Lieberman, Hillary, and Charlie Rangel.” 

Now—welcome, Senator Schumer. We’re 
glad to see you. Let’s give Chuck Schumer 
a big hand. [Applause| Now listen, I want 
to close on a very personal note. I probably 
know Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and Hillary 


of immigrants. 


Ameri- 


lowest 
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better than just about any other voter in 
America. The President has to make deci- 
sions for all America. You need to feel that 
the President is pulling for you, is working 
for you. And even when he may do some- 
thing you disagree with, you nee -d to feel that 
at least he was thinking about you, too. 

And John Kennedy—listen—John 
Kennedy once said that the Presidency was 
a place of decisionmaking. You're 
somebody Tuesday to make decisions. 

And here’s what I want you to know about 
Al Gore. He’s done more good for the Amer- 
ican people as Vice President than anybody 
that ever held that position, including the 
empowerment zone in Harlem that he and 
Charlie Rangel have worked on. He works 
harder than anybody else I know. He keeps 
learning. He never gets too old or too proud 
to learn. He’s curious about the world. He 
understands the future. So what I’m trying 
to tell you is, he’s a good man. He'll make 
good decisions. He'll be a great President of 
the United States. 

What I want you to know about Joe 
Lieberman is, he’s been a friend of mine for 
30 years. He understands the ideas behind 
what we've done in the last 8 years as well 
as anybody in the United States Congress. 
And he will be a superb Vice President. 

And what I want you to know about Hillary 
is, I love her. What I want you to know about 
Hillary is that I’ve known her for 30 years. 
When it comes to children and families, 
health care and education, bringing eco- 
nomic opportunity to people and place s left 
behind, she’s worked on all those issues at 
least 20 years, and most of them for 30 years. 
She never once in all those years ever asked 
anybody to do anything for her. She just 
worked to be a good citizen and a good public 
servant. 

After we came to the White House, she 
worked on children’s health and women’s 
health and education. She worked on all the 
things I tried to do to make peace in Bosnia, 
in Kosovo, in Northern Ireland, in the Mid- 
dle East. She went to Africa, to Latin Amer- 
ica, to south Asia, to east Asia, to build 
bridges to people around the world who have 
kin folks in this country, but the United 
States never paid them much attention be- 
fore. And she put them on our map. 


hiring 
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You couldn't have anybody who is better 
qualific d to represent New York State at the 
dawn of the new millennium. And you will 
never have anybody who will work harder, 
So I'll Say 


but I believe what 


care more, or get more done 


this—I know I’m biased 
I said to you. There’s no question who would 
be the better President. There’s no question 
who would be the better Senator. And I want 
you to go out here for 4 days and just do 
Here's 


it one more time and tell people, 


, ’ : 
what this election is about: If you want to 


keep the prosperity going, if you want to ke ep 
the progress going, if you want to keep build- 
ing one America, you just have one choice 
Al Gore 4 Jor Lieberman Hillary and Charlie 
Rangel 


Thank you, and God bless you 
Note: The President spoke at 5:38 p.m. at the 
Adam Clayton Powell, |r., State Office Building 
in Harlem. In his remarks, he referred to H. Carl 
McCall, New York State comptroller; C. Virginia 
Fields Manhattan Borough; State As- 
sembly Herman D. (Denny 
Dennis Rainbow/PUSH Coali- 
tion: Randi Weingarten president United Fed- 
eration of Teachers; Guillermo Linares, New York 
City 


pre sident 
member Farrell 


‘ : 
Rivera, cochair 


ouncilmember, Manhattan Borough; Adam 
Clayton Powell IIL, vice pre sident, technology and 
programs, Freedom Forum; Lee Saunders spec ial 


assistant for the president, American Federation 


of State, County. and Municipal Employees 
AFL-CIO: and musician Luther Vandross Rep- 
resentative Rangel is a candidate for reelection 


in New York’s 15th Congressional District 


Message on Returning Without 
Approval to the House of 
Representatives the “Intelligence 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2001” 

November $ 2000 


To the House of Repre sentatives 

Today, I am disapproving H.R. 4392, the 
“Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2001,” because of one badly flawed pro- 
vision that would have made a felony of un- 
authorized disclosures of classified informa- 
hon Although well intentioned, that provi- 
sion is overbroad and may unnecessarily chill 


legitimate activities that are at the heart of 


a democracy. 
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that unauthorized disclosures can 
be extraordinarily harmful to United States 


that tar too 


I agree 
national security interests and 
been 
partic ularly concerned about their potential 
effects on the sometimes irreplaceable intel- 


, . 1 
many such disclosures occur. I have 


ligence sources and methods on which we 
rely to acquire accurate and timely informa- 
tion I need in order to make the most appro- 
priate decisions on matters of national secu- 
rity. Unauthorized disclosures damage our 
abroad, 


intelligence __ relationships 


lige nee 


com- 
gathering 


1 
promise intel jeopardize 


lives, and increase the threat of terrorism 
As Justice Stewart stated in the Pentagon Pa- 
pers Case 


it is elementary that the success- 


it 
ful conduct of international diplomacy and 


the maintenance of an effective national de- 


fense require both confidentiality and se- 
crecy. Other nations can hardly deal with this 
Nation in an atmosphere of mutual trust un- 

that 
and the develop- 


ment of considered and intelligent inter- 


assured their con- 


fidences will be kept 


less they can be 


national policies would be impossible if those 
charged with their formulation could not 
communicate with each other freely.” Those 
who disclose classified information inappro- 
priately thus commit a gross breach of the 
public trust and may recklessly put our na- 
tional security at risk. To the extent that exist- 
ing sanctions have proven insufficient to ad- 
dress and unauthorized disclosures, 
they should be strengthened. What is in dis- 


pute is not the gravity of the problem, but 


deter 


the best way to r¢ spond to it 

In addressing this issue, we must never 
forget that the free flow of information is es- 
sential to a democratic society. Justice Stew- 
art also wrote in the Pentagon Papers case 
that “the only ettective restraint upon execu- 
tive policy in the areas of national defense 
and international affairs may lie in an enlight- 
ened citizenry—in an informed and critical 
public opinion which alone can here protect 
the values of democratic government.” 

Justice Brandeis reminded us that “those 
who won our independence believed . . . that 
public discussion is a political duty; and that 
this should be a fundamental principle of the 
American government.” His words caution 
that we must always tread carefully when 
considering measures that may limit public 
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discussion- even when those measures are 
intended to achieve laudable, indeed nec- 
essary, goals. 

As President, therefore, it is my obligation 
to protect not only our Government's vital 
information from improper disclosure, but 
also to protect the rights of citizens to receive 
the information necessary for democracy to 
work. Furthering these two goals requires a 
careful balancing, which must be assessed in 
light of our system of classifying information 
over a range of categories. This legislation 
does not achieve the proper balance. For ex- 
ample, there is a serious risk that this legisla- 
tion would tend to have a chilling effect on 
those who engage in legitimate activities. A 
desire to avoid the risk that their good faith 
choice of words—their exercise of judg- 
ment—could become the subject of a crimi- 
nal referral for prosecution might discourage 
Government officials from engaging even in 
appropriate public discussion, press brief- 
ings, or other legitimate official activities. 
Similarly, the legislation may unduly restrain 
the ability of former Government officials to 
teach, write, or engage in any activity aimed 
at building public understanding of complex 
issues. 

Incurring such risks is unnecessary and in- 


appropriate in a society built on freedom of 


expression and the consent of the governed 
and is particularly inadvisable in a context 
in which the range of classified materials is 
so extensive. In such circumstances, this 
criminal provision would, in my view, create 
an undue chilling effect. 

The problem is compounded because this 
provision was passed without benefit of pub- 
lic hearings—a particular concern given that 
it is the public that this law seeks ultimately 
to protect. The Administration shares the 
process burden since its deliberations lacked 
the thoroughness this provision warranted, 
which in turn led to a failure to apprise the 
Congress of the concerns I am expressing 
today. 


I deeply appreciate the sincere efforts of 


Members of Congress to address the prob- 
lem of unauthorized disclosures and I fully 
share their commitment. When the Congress 
returns, I encourage it to send me this bill 
with this provision deleted and I encourage 
the Congress as soon as possible to pursue 
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a more narrowly drawn provision tested in 
public hearings so that those they represent 
can also be heard on this important issue. 

Since the adjournment of the Congress has 
prevented my return of H.R. 4392 within the 
meaning of Article I, section 7, clause 2 of 
the Constitution, my withholding of approval 
from the bill precludes its becoming law. The 
Pocket Veto Case, 279 U.S. 655 (1929). In 
addition to withholding my signature and 
thereby invoking my constitutional power to 
“pocket veto” bills during an adjournment of 
the Congress, to avoid litigation, I am also 
sending H.R. 4392 to the House of Rep- 
resentatives with my objections, to ieave no 
possible doubt that I have vetoed the meas- 
ure. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
November 4, 2000. 


Remarks at a Get Out the Vote Rally 


in New York City 
November 4, 2000 


The President. Thank you. Are you ready 
to win this election? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Thank you for coming out. 
Thank you for your warm welcome. I want 
to thank the president and Mrs. Steinberg 
and Provost Gale Stevens for welcoming me 
here to LIU, along with your student body 
president, who is also there. 1 want to thank 
my good friend Carl McCall for making these 
stops with me today and for all the support 
he has given to Hillary and the superb job 
he has done for the people of New York. 

And I want to thank Judith Hope for taking 
over the Democratic Party when we were not 
in very good shape and working her heart 
out and for showing such leadership. 

And my Brooklyn buddies over here—in 
early 1992, when only my mother thought 
I could be elected President—{laughter|— 
Clarence Norman and Major Owens were 
there for me, and I will never, ever, ever for- 
get it. Thank you, and God bless you. 

You know, this has been a great day for 
me to go around and campaign for Al Gore 
and Joe Lieberman and for Hillary, to go to 
the Bronx, which has also been very good 
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to go down to Harlem with Charlie 
Rangel, who will be the next chairman of the 
House Ways and Means Committee if we 
win this election. But I am honored to finish 
in Brooklyn because, as you heard Major and 
Clarence say, New York City has been won- 
derful to me and to Al Gore these last 8 years. 
Shoot, we’ve even gotten a pretty good vote 
out on Staten Island. Queens has been great; 
the Bronx has been great; Manhattan has 
been fabulous; but Brooklyn always came in 
first and gave us the biggest vote, and I thank 
you for that. 

But I also am glad to be here at LIU and 
many—soccer, softball, 
volleyball—I’m glad to be here because, fun- 
damentally, this is a race about the future 
It’s a race about 2lst century America, and 
the young people in this audience have more 
at stake than anyone else. 

So I know you re 
aaa be 


to me, 


to have so 


all committed or you 
And it’s easy for me to 
just sort of give you one applause line after 


here 


another. But I want to ask you as a pe rsonal 
favor to just let me talk to you for a few min- 


utes in a conversation Why? Because the 


election is still a few days away, and because 
there are thousands upon thousands of peo- 
ple in New York and many of you have 
friends in other States who haven’t even de- 
cided whether to vote yet, much less for 
whom to vote. All that talk about the base, 
that’s a fancy way of saying if the people that 
are for our side actually show up and vote, 
we will win. If a higher percentage of the 
people that are for their side show up and 
vote, then we could lose, even if most people 
are really for us 

And so what I want to ask you to do when 
you leave here tonight is to take some time 
tomorrow and the next day and all the way 
through election day to tell people why they 
ought to vote—especially the young peo- 
ple—what the stakes are, what the choice is 
and what the consequences are. I don’t have 
any doubt in the world that if oe really 
understand what this election is about and 
what the honest differences are 
prev ail. 

So here’s what Id like for you to say. First 
of all, remember what it was like 8 years ago. 
It’s hard for a lot of younger voters to re- 
member this. The economy the 


. that we will 


was in 
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dumps; the society was divided; the political 
system was co! nple tely unresponsive. Al 
Gore and I came to the American people and 
we asked you to give us a chance to put the 
American pe ople first, to provide opportunity 
for every responsible citizen in a community 
of all the American people—and I mean all, 

never mind your race, your ethnic back- 
ground, whether you're an immigrant or 
native-born; never mind whether you're old 
or young, rich or poor, straight or gay, dis- 
abled or physically unchallenged. If you work 
hard and you obey the law, you're part of 
our America and part of our American f: amily, 

and we want you to go forward with us. 

Congressman Greg Meeks—give him a big 
hand there, come on up—from Queens. [Ap- 
plause| You were just with Hillary? Good for 
you. [Laughter] 

Now look, so 8 years ago we did that. We 
came in, And it’s a 
. It’s a totally different 
country. We have the longest economic ex- 
pansion in history, 22 million new jobs. So 
here’s the first question, do you want to keep 
building on this prosperity ‘and extend it to 
the people who haven't felt it yet? Do you 
want to keep it going? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. That's the first question 
you ought to ask every voter. Somebody tells 
you, “Oh, it doesn’t make any difference 
whether I vote or not.” Think about where 
we were 8 years ago and look at where we 
are now economically. And if you want to 
build on it and extend this prosperity to the 
people that have been left behind, then 
you've got a choice: Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman and Hillary, Major and Greg. You 
know what our position is? > How do you kee p 
it going? First, keep paying the debt down 
to kee »p interest rates down. Why is that im- 
portant to you? Because if you keep interest 
rates down, it means that you pay lower 
home mortgage payments, lower car pay- 
ments, lower college loan payments, lower 
credit card payments, lower business loan 
payments. It means more jobs, higher in- 
come, a bigger stock market, a growing econ- 
omy. They quadrupled the debt, and we're 
paying it down. 

Then we say, let’s take the money that’s 
left and invest it in the education and health 


you gave us a chance. 
different country now 
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care of our people and our environment, in 
building our community, and in a tax cut we 
can afford—for child care, long-term care 
college tuition costs, retirement. 

Now, 
a big enough tax cut, and the y're promising 
you the Moon right up front. They offer a 
tax cut 3 times as big as ours—although, 1 


they say that we’re not giving you 


nost 
of you would actually get more money under 
ours—and then they say, in addition to that, 
“For all you young people, we re 
privatize going to let 
you take 2 percent of your payroll tax and 
invest it in 1 the stock market, and you'll make 
more 


going to 


Social Security; we're 


money.” And then they say to people 
and older, 


going to give 


“But don’t worry; we're 
you all your benefits. 
going to take the 
going to pay you your benefit.’ 


my age 
They're 
and we're still 
And the n they 
say, “Here’s some money we'd like to spe nd.” 
an, look, here’s the first big difference— 


this is a huge 


money out, 


deal for you, especially you 
young people. Difference number one: Peo- 


ple ask me all the time, “What great new 


idea did you bring to economic policymaking 


in Washington to help turn this economy 
around?” And I always have a one-word an- 
Laughter) Not algebra, 
not calculus—arithmetic 
elementary school can do this 
math. Follow this: 
They project—the 


swer, “arithmetic.” 
not tngonometry, 


Anybody in 


Government does, the 
Republicans do—a surplus of about $2 tril- 
lion over the next decade. And that’s a lot 
but forget the zeros, just say 
Now, they acknowledge that their tax cut plus 
the interest cost associated with it is three- 
quarters of that—1.6. And then they want 
to privatize Social Security. And as the Vice 
President keeps pointing out, you can’t give 
the same trillion dollars twice. 

So if you young folks take your trillion out, 
it’s not going to be there to pay my Social 
Security check, right? So that money has got 
to come from somewhere. That costs a tril- 
lion dollars—1. And then they want to spend 
a little money, too, a half a trillion dollars. 
That’s .5. Now, there’s a $2 trillion surplus. 
They propose to spend - plus | es 5, 
or 3.1—3.1 is bigger than 2. |[Laughte 

That’s it. This is not rocket science. That’s 
it. If you do that, you’re back in debt; you've 
got higher interest rates. You pay more for 


of money, 
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college loans, home mortgages, car pay- 
ments, credit card payments. Businesses pay 
more to borrow money. Therefore, they hire 
fewer people, and the stock market doesn’t 
grow as much, and nobody makes as much 
money, and the economy doesn’t grow like 
it would. This is a huge a 

So we say—our leaders, Al Gore, Joe 
Lieberman, Hillary, Greg, Be Major, they 
say, “Look, we'd like to give you more, but 
it’s not fair: you can’t do it all at once. You 
just can’t take the money and run. We've got 
to keep this economy going.” So question 
number one, if you want to keep the pros- 
perity going, you just have one choice: Al 
Gore, Joe Lieberman, Hillary, Major, and 
Greg. 

Okay. Second question. This is not just a 
country that’s better off; this is a better coun- 
try—crime at a 26-year low; the number of 
pe ople without health insurance going down 
for the first time in 12 years; 2.5 million more 
kids with health insurance; the environment 
getting cleaner, we've tripled the number of 
toxic waste sites we’ve cleaned up over what 
they did in have cleaner air, 
cleaner water, safer drinking water, and we 
set aside more land for internal protection 
than any administration Theodore 
Roosevelt almost 100 ago. 

The schools are getting better. On the na- 
tional test scores, 


12 years; we 
since 


the math scores are up; 
the reading scores are up; the science scores 
are up; the dropout rate is down. African- 
American high school graduation rate was al- 
most exactly equal to white high school 
graduation rate last year for the first time 
in history. The college-going rate is at an all- 
time high, thanks in part to the biggest in- 
crease in college aid in 50 years under this 
administration. 

Now, second question, do you want to 
build on this progress and not reverse it? 
Don’t you want to do better? Wouldn’t you 
like it if our streets were safer, our environ- 
ment was cleaner, we had more people with 
health insurance, and we had even more edu- 
cational opportunities and more of our 
schools worked well? If you do, you've got 
a choice. Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Hillary, 
and our Democrats in the House, do you 
know what they want? They want, number 
one, on crime, to keep putting more police 
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on the street, keep taking steps to get guns 
out of the hands of criminals and kids. 

Number two, they want a clean ener: gy fu- 
ture, so that you don’t have to worry sick 
in New York every about whether 
you'll have heating oil or 
whether, if you've got it, 

Number three, to continue to 
kids, until all kids are insured, 
then their working parents are insured. We 
pass a Patients’ Bill of Rights and a Medicare 
prescription drug program for all the seniors 
in this country who need that. 


y winter 
enough home 
you can afford it. 
they want 


insure more 


Number four, they want to keep working 
You heard Major talking 
about that. If we win a majority in the House, 
he'll be the head of the Education Sub- 
committee, and I won't have to worry about 


on the schools 


What do we want to do 
with schools? Universal preschool and after- 
school for all the 


education anymore. 


kids who need it; smaller 
classes in the early grades, with 100,000 new 
teachers; school construction funds to build 
schools and repair schools, so kids are not 
going to substandard schools and they have 
the facilities they need to get a good edu- 


cation; funds to help turn around failing 


schools and a tax deduction for the cost of 


college tuition 
Now . 


choice 


that’s our program. 

you've got a choice. You have a 
What does the other side want? 
Here’s what they promise to do. On crime, 
they promise to repeal our program to put 
100,000 police on the street. It works—never 
mind that, they're still going to repeal i 
They say the Federal Government shouldn't 
be doing it, even if our streets are safer. 


In education, they promise to repeal our 
commitment to putting 100,000 teachers in 
the classroom. They don’t support what we 
want to do on school construction or uni- 
versal preschool or after-school or tax de- 


tuition. On the envi- 
ronment, they think the only answer is to drill 
more oil. They don’t believe in what we're 
trying to do with alternative ene rgy and en- 
ergy conservation. And in health care, they 
do not support the Patients’ Bill of Rights 
or the Medicare drug program for all of our 
seniors or the plans we have to expand cov- 
erage to children and their parents. You 
couldn't have a bigger choice. 


ductibility for college 
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Now, you can either build on the progress 
of the last 8 years or reverse a lot of it. But 
if you want to build on it, only got 
one choice: Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Hillary, 
Major, and Greg. 

Here’s the third question. We're going to 
do this at the end one more time, because 
I want you to do this to people. You look 
at this crowd. The people in this room could 
reach another hundred thousand voters be- 
tween now and election day with no sweat. 
Most of the people you know have never 
come to a rally like this. Isn’t that right? Most 
of you have friends who have 
to a rally like this. 

This is Saturday night. Most of the kids 
here probably have friends who wonder what 
you re doing at a rally like this on Saturday 
night. Is that right? [Laughter] Okay, so this 
is your job. When you leave here, you've got 
to be able to do this. 

The third point is, maybe the most impor- 
tant of all, is that in the last 8 years, we have 
not only made economic and social progress; 
we have grown together as one America. The 
thing that’s most important about this eco- 
nomic expansion is that it helped everybody. 
We have the lowest Latino and African- 
American unemployment ever recorded; av- 
erage incomes are up over $5,000 after infla- 
tion; senior poverty is down below 10 percent 
for the first time ever; child poverty down 
30 percent; overall poverty at a 20-year low; 
welfare rolls at a 32-year low, cut in half. 

We're going forward together. It wasn’t 


you ve 


never come 


just that rich people made more money, mid- 


dle class people and lower income working 
people did, too. And we need to keep going 
forward together. And it wasn’t just about 
money. 

When the Republicans urged us to end af- 
firmative action, we said, don’t end it, mend 
it, and we kept it. We continue to enforce 
the civil rights laws and involve people in the 
work of the Government, all kinds of people. 
And to try to break down barriers of discrimi- 
nation. 

Now, if you want to keep building one 
America, you've got a huge choice here. And 
I'll just give you a few of the issues. 

Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Hillary, and our 
crowd, here’s what they're for—just listen to 
this: hate crimes legislation, employment 
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nondiscrimination legislation, legislation to 
guarantee equal pay for women in the work 
force, legislation to guarantee fair treatment 
for legal immigrants, no matter where they're 
from, and Supreme Court and Federal court 
appointments that will protect civil rights, 
human rights, and a woman’s right to choose. 

Now, in every one of these issues—in 
every single one of these issues—the leaders 
of the other party have a different position— 
every one of them. No on hate crimes, no 
unemployment nondiscrimination, no on the 
equal pay law for women, no on the court 
appointments to protect a woman’s right to 
choose—every one of them a different posi- 
tion. 

So if somebody tells you that, why should 
they vote, there’s no real difference, you have 
to say, oh, no. If you want to keep the pros- 
perity going and ‘build on it, if you want to 
keep the social progress going and build on 
it, if you want to keep building one America, 
you only have one choice: Al Gore, Joe 
Lieberman, Hillary, Major, and Greg. 

Now, let me ask you this: Don’t you be- 
lieve if you told eve rybody you knew of voting 
age just what I told you and what the three 
big issues were in the election, that the over- 
whelming majority of them would vote for 
Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and Hillary? 
Don’t you believe that? [Applause] So I want 
you to think about this. 

A lot of you have friends in neighboring 
States that are close in the Presidential elec- 
tion. A lot of you have friends here in New 
York who are trying to decide whether they 
should vote. A lot of you have friends who 
say, “Oh, I just saw a couple of TV ads; it’s 
all just a mess to me; I don’t know what the 
deal is here.” You've got to tell them what 
the deal is. This is a big thing. And young 
people have the biggest stake of all in this 
election. 

Even when it comes to preserving Social 
Security, you've got a big stake. Why? Be- 
cause when people my age retire, the baby 
boomers, there will only be two people work- 
ing for every one person drawing Social Se- 
curity. The reason we want to preserve Social 
Security is not just for us; it’s so our retire- 
ment does not bankrupt our kids and their 
ability to raise our grandkids. Even that is 
a young person’s issue. 
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Now I just want to say something real per- 
sonal in closing. I believe I know Al Gore 
and Joe Lieberman and Hillary better than 
virtually any other. voter in ‘the country. 
[Laughter] As a matter of fact, I’m quite con- 
fident that I’m the person who knows the 
three of them put together the best of any- 
body who will vote. And I’ve had some pass- 
ing experience with the White House in the 
last 8 years. [Laughter] 

So I want to tell you a couple things that 
are personal about this. John Kennedy said 
the Presidency is a place of decisionmaking. 
Vice President Gore has more experience 
than his opponent. Vice President Gore, 
whether it was in hooking up our schools to 
the Internet or trying to develop new high- 
mileage vehicles or reducing the size of the 
Federal Government and putting more serv- 
ices on computer or helping to bring eco- 
nomic opportunities to poor areas or helping 
us to stand up for freedom around the world, 
he has done more good in the position of 
Vice President than anybody that ever held 
the job. Second, he has more knowledge. 
Third, he works harder than just about any- 
body I’ve ever known, and it matters how 
hard you work. Fourth, he’s a good student; 
he keeps on learning, and it’s a job that is 
constantly a learning experience. Even today 
I learned something new about my job— 
even today. And finally, he makes good deci- 
sions. 

So what I want you to think about in your 
mind is, you know what the three big issues 
are. You also have a candidate who’s a good 
man, who makes good decisions, who will be 
a great President. And I want you to tell that 
to people you know. 

This whole set of ideas I just went over 
with you grew out of a political movement 
I was part of, that Joe Lieberman was a part 
of. He understands the basis, the intellectual 
basis, of the policies that we implemented 
that I just discussed, as well or better than 
anybody else in the entire United States Con- 
gress. He’s a perfect partner for Al Gore. 

Let me say one other thing. I think we're 
going to win the House. I think we've got 
a good chance to win the Senate. But you 
remember what Major Owens said, too, 
when you talk to people. If for some reason 
we didn’t, there needs to be somebody there 
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there may be others. But I’m really—and 
Janis Kearney, I think, is here, who—she 
keeps up with what I do every day, and some 
day when I want to write my memoirs, I'll 
be able to read what Janis said I did and 
so when you read the book, it may be what 
she said instead of me because I can’t re- 
member anything anymore. [Laughter] 

But I want to thank all the people who 
are here. I want to thank Carroll Willis who 
has been down here working and who has 
been at the Democratic Party all these years 
and has done such a great job. And I want 
to thank my buddy Dale Bumpers. I finally 
got over being mad at him for leaving the 
Senate. [Laughter] You know, Dale and 
Dave and I couldn’t quite calibrate our re- 
spective schedules and biological clocks so 
we could go out together. But I sort of envi- 
sion a remake of the “Three Amigos” movie, 
where we just get on horses and ride out 
of Washington and thank hallelujah we sur- 
vived it all. 

Look, I want to talk about this election 
a little bit. Arkansas is close. Polls say we're 
a couple points behind. The people in this 
room could carry this State for Al Gore and 
Joe Lieberman, if you want to bad enough. 
And I just want to say a few things. I appre- 
ciate what’s been said, but our public life is 
always about tomorrow and, yet, yesterday 
is an indicator of tomorrow. 

As near as I can see, the case that the other 
guys are making is, “Well, the 
better; crime is down; 
environment is better; education is improv- 
ing; more people than ever are going on to 
college; we've got a decline in the number 
of people without health insurance for the 
first time in 12 years. So what we need to 
do is bag all those policies and do something 
entirely different. And among other things, 
now that we've got this surplus, I’m going 
to give it all back to you right now, and then 
some.” Now, as nearly as I can see, that’s 
the campaign. And I don’t think people un- 
derstand that. Because, as Vic would say, 
they run these ads on prescription drugs, and 
I'll say more about that and the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights and all that. Why is that? Because 
they know that they've got a lot at stake in 
this election. 


economy is 
welfare is down; the 
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They know there are big differences, and 
they know that the voters understand what 
the differences are and what the con- 
sequences are that Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman will be elected and the Demo- 
crats will win the House and the Senate. 
Therefore, there has to be a lot of muddying 
of the water. And it’s a lot easier to muddy 
things up than it is to clarify them. 

Plus which, I think a lot of people kind 
of have forgotten what it was like 8 years 
ago. And sometimes it’s harder to make a 
good decision in good times than it is in bad 
times. There are younger voters that will be 
voting in this Presidential election that don’t 
even remember what it was like 8 years ago; 
even if they tried to think about it, they 
would have no memory of it. 

So here’s what I would like you to say to 
people for the next 3 days. The people in 
this room can carry this State for Al Gore 
if you want to bad enough. And this State 
could literally determine the outcome of the 
election. There are about 15 to 20 States that 
are literally within 3 points one way or the 
other. And no one knows what’s going to hap- 
pen, but what will happen is, the people that 
want it bad enough will win. That’s what’s 
going to happen. 

Now, you know they want it bad enough 
because they don’t like what we’ve done on 
issues where the majority of the people agree 
with us, and you know that they'll show up 
because they have been out a long time. So 
you've just got to decide whether you think 
this is worth fighting for; because if you do, 
we'll win. 

Here is what I would like you to say to 
people. First of all, the Republicans believe 
that former President Reagan is the source 
of all wisdom. He said you should decide 
whether to continue the party in office based 
on whether you're better off today than you 
were 8 years ago. So, by the Reagan test, 
Al Gore wins. 


But the real issue is, do you want to con- 
tinue this prosperity and extend it to people 
and places that have been left behind? Now 
look, I want—I’ve never heard this as clearly 
explained as I think it needs to be. And the 
previous speakers talked about it a little bit, 
but I want you to think about it. 





Pe Opie ask me 
to me 


country 


ind every time | 
they Say Oh Mr 


good 8 years 


FO SON pl 

President 
had such a nice, and you've 
good economy 


Bob 


had such a what great, new 
idea that Lloyd 
Bentsen bring to economic policy in Wash- 


you and Rubin and 


ington?” And I always answer with one word, 
Laughter) You know, when I'd 
normally tell them I was from Arkansas and 
i had been Governor 12 years, 


arithmetic 


and | always 
I didn’t need al- 
Arithmetic 


found arithmetic was good- 


gebra, calculus, trigonometry 
We made the numbers add up 

And what getting rid of the 
to drive interest rates down, make it cheaper 
for people to borrow in the private sector. 
It ballooned the stock market, 


vestment in business 


deficit did was 


Inc reased in- 
It created over 22 mil- 
And we did it in this 


most important thing to me—it was 


lion new iobs a Way 
is the 
Poverty went down; av- 
income $40,000 for the 
in the history of the 
all went forward together 


good for everybody 


erage went above 
country. We 


But it starts with 


first time 


arithmetic 

Now that Governor Bush 
and Al different tax plans and 
which one is better. Most people in Arkansas 
would be better off under the Gore plan in 
the short run, because it’s more tilted toward 
middle class working people. But forget 
about that. Let’s just look at the cost. And 
you can certainly argue about the Social Se- 
curity plan, about whether it’s good or bad 
to privatize Soc ial Sec urity 


you Can argue 


Gore have 


Let’s forget about 
that for just a minute 

The projected surplus is $2 trillion. That 
sounds like a lot of money—just say 2. I don’t 
think it will be that big, by the way, because 
this Congress put a lot of pork-barrel spend- 
ing in to get themselves reelected, which 
don’t think they'll be successful in doing, and 
I certainly hope not. But give the Repub- 
licans their number, 2. Now, the Republican 
tax cut costs 1.3, but sews you're not pay- 
ing down the debt as much, it has extra inter- 
That’s another 300 billion. So it’s 
really 1.6. Now, they have admitted that their 
privatization of Social a pli in costs a 
trillion dollars. And as the Vice President 
said, you can’t spend the same money twice; 


est costs 


you can’t give the same money to young peo- 


nh GV 
to those of us who are over 50, when our 
Social Securit hecks are due. So that’s an- 
that has to come out of the sur- 
plus. So that’s 1.6 and 1 

And then to spend some 
money, about half a trillion dollars. That's .5. 
Here’s the big issue in this election, economi- 
cally: 1.6 plus 1 
than 2. Now, 
science. 

You get by all the romance and all the rhet- 
oric, somebody up there has got to have 
arithmetic. We brought arithmetic back to 
Washington. The Republicans forgot about 
arithmetic for 12 years. They quadrupled the 
debt, and they want to go right back to the 
same economic policy they had before. And 
it’s higher interest rates, which means trou- 
ble for all of you 

Do you know, the average—the first peo- 
ple in America would pay on $100,000 mort- 
gage today are saving $2, 000 eve ry single year 


other trillion 


they promise 


plus .5 is 3.1, and 3.1 is bigger 
I’m telling you, this is not rocket 


in lower interest rates because we got rid of 
the deficit. It is estimated that Al Gore’s plan 
will keep interest rates one percent lower for 
a decade. Why? Because he pays off the debt. 

Now, you know what that’s worth? Three 
hundred and ninety billion dollars in lower 
home mortgages, $30 billion in lower car pay- 
ments, $15 billion in lower college loan pay- 
ments, lower credit card payments; lower 
business which busi- 
nesses, more jobs, higher income and a big- 
ger stock market. That’s how the rich get 
richer, and the rest of us do, too. [Laughter] 
Arithmetic 

Now, I'm telling you, you cannot go back 
to deficits without having higher interest 
rates and hurting ordinary people and weak- 
ening the overall economy. So you've just got 
to tell people this. You can’t—you know, 
things are going along so well, they say, it’s 
your money 


] 
10ans, means more 


—which of course it is, the whole 


deal is yours. That’s what the election is 
about. 

So things are going along so well, they say, 
let’s just take it all now. And here is the Vice 
President, that they criticize for telling peo- 
ple what they want to hear, and he said “Uh- 
uh, we're going to first pay down the debt, 
then we're going to take what’s left, and 
we're going to invest in education, health 





Administration of William ]. Clinton, 2000 / Nov. 5 2793 


care, and the environment and give the 
American people a tax cut we can afford, for 
child care, long-term care, the cost of college 
tuition, and retirement savings. That’s what 
we're going to do.” 

But why are intelligent and very wealthy 
people like Bob Rubin still for Al Gore? Be- 
cause they know they're better off with lower 
interest rates and working people having jobs 
and consuming and keeping this economy 
going. 

Now, you can explain that to people. Any- 
body can understand that. You can’t have a 
tax cut this big, a Social Security privatization 
program this big, and promise to spend this 
kind of money when there is not that much 
money. And the Gore/Lieberman plan is to 
pay down the debt, invest in the education 
of our children, in health care, in the environ- 
ment, in national security, the things we have 
to have, and give the people a tax cut we 
can afford. We'll all be better off. 

And you've just got to ask people, do you 
remember where we were 8 years ago; do 
you want to build on this prosperity and ex- 
tend it to others, or do you want to reverse 
it and go back to the previous economic pro- 
gram? It’s not like we don’t have a test here. 
We tried it our way for 8 years; before that, 
we tried it their way for 12 years. Our way 
works better. Vote for Gore. You can s: ry that, 
and people will understand what you're say- 
ing. 

The second thing I want to Say is, this 
country is not just better off. This is a better, 
stronger, more united country. And I think 
it’s worth pointing out that there were spe- 
cific, serious policies of this administration 
that contributed to that. 

The crime rate is at a 26-year low. Why? 
Because we've got 100,000 police on the 
street; we're putting another 50,000 on the 
street. The Brady bill kept guns out of a half 
million felons and stalkers, and no matter 
what our friends at the NRA say, there hasn’t 
been a single hunter miss a day in the deer 
woods or a single sports shooter miss an 
event in Arkansas, not one, not one single 
day. It’s just all a bunch of hogwash. But peo- 
ple are safer. 

The environment: The air is cleaner, the 
water is cleaner, 43 million more Americans 
breathing clean air. We have safer drinking 


water, safer food, 90 percent of our kids im- 
munized for the first time. And we've set 
aside more land for permanent preservation 
than any administration since Theodore 
Roosevelt almost 100 years ago. And the 
economy got better, not worse. 

Now, health care: I remember their guy 
was saying all the time, you know, “You had 
8 years; you didn’t do anything on health 
care.” And I thought, there you go again. 
[Laughter] 

When we took office, Ai and I, Medicare 
was supposed to go broke last year. Broke, 
out of money, kaput, busted. It’s now good 
for 25 more years. And we've added preven- 
tive care for prostate cancer and for breast 
cancer. We have revolutionized care for dia- 
betes. The American Diabetes Association 
said what we did was the most important 
thing since the development of insulin. 

We've got the number of people without 
health insurance going down for the first 
time in 12 years, because of the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program we insisted be in 
the Balanced Budget Act. 

Now, there’s a difference here, and I'll 
come to that. What does Gore say? Pass a 
real Patients’ Bill of Rights; pass a Medicare 
prescription drug program that all our sen- 
iors can afford to buy into. Give all our kids 
health insurance and insure as many of the 
working parents as we can afford to insure. 

Education: I notice that the Republicans 
have quit saying there is an education reces- 
sion. So every now and then—usually the 
facts have no impact on them. I almost ad- 
mire that about them. [Laughter] Never 
mind the facts, they know what their line is, 
and they just say it. But they have kind of 
quit saying that. 

But look at the facts here. The dropout 
rate is down; the high school graduation is 
up; the college-going rate is at an all-time 
high, thanks in part to the biggest expansion 
in college aid in 50 years. But this is impor- 
tant: The math, the reading, and the science 
scores are up; there has been a 300 percent 
increase in the last 3 years in African-Amer- 
ican and Hispanic kids taking advanced 
placement tests. 

We have 800,000 kids now in after-school 
programs that weren't there before we took 
office. We've got, thanks to the leadership 
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Education Secretary, 
State 


against which they 


ot our Dick Riley, all 
ac ademic standards now 
their kids and 


failing schools and 


but one have 
measure 
systems for identifying 
turn them around. So the schools are 
better 

Yes, the work is done by the schools, and 
yes, most of the 


getting 


comes from the 
States. But the way we have spent this money 
a significant contribution to the 


money 


has made 


continuing improvement of education in 
America 

So what’s their answer to that? Change it 
all. It’s not like you don’t have a choice here 
People need to know what the choice is. On 
crime they have committed to repeal the 
100,000 police program. They say never 
mind the fact we’ve got the lowest crime rate 
in 26 years, the Federal Government has got 
no business doing that. Al Gore, he wants 
to put 50,000 more police on the street and 
keep going until America is the 
country in the world 

On the 


build on what we’ve done 


safest big 


Al Core 
, and he'll do even 
They 
want to repeal my order setting aside 40 mil- 
lion roadless acres in the national forests and 
to weaken the clean air standards. If you want 
to do that, you should vote 


environment, wants to 


better because the economy is stronger 


for them, if you 
really believe that I've hurt the economy so 
bad. But if I was trying to hurt the economy 
with the environmental policies I have, I’ve 
done a poor job of it. [Laughter] I made a 
pure mess of that if I was trying to mess the 
economy up with my environmental policy. 

On health care, they’ re against the Pa- 
tients’ Bill of Rights, against the Medicare 
drug program, against our program to expand 
coverage. Oh, yes, they run these ads, and 
We’ re for a Patients’ Bill of Rights, 
’ What the a don’ t say, because they can’t 
afford to say: “We’r > for as much of a Pa- 
tients’ Bill of Rights as the HMO lobby 
Washington will let us be for’—which means 
it’s a bill of suggestions, because 
hurt, you can’t sue. 


the »y Say, 
too.” 


if you get 


On the Medicare drugs, they say, 
for Medicare drugs, ’ What they don’t 
say is, “We're for as broad a plan as the big 
drug companies will let us be for’—so they 
don't lose their monopoly position. And who 


“We're 


too. 


/ Administration of William ]. Clinton, 2000 


cares if they leave half the seniors out who 
needs these drugs 

You need to tell people this. They have 
a choice. But if they want every senior in 
this country to have 


they want 


access to medicine, if 
a real Patients’ Bill of Rights, if 
they want to keep improving the environ- 
ment as we grow the economy, if they believe 
that we ought to be making, for example, fuel 


out of farm products and biomass—let me 


just tell you, the reason ethanol never caught 


on, even though we had a plant in Arkansas 
way 1980, is that it takes 7 gallons 
of gasoline to make 8 gallons of ethanol. But 
the Department of Agriculture is funding re- 
search that I believe will bear fruit in the 
next couple of years. And when it happens 
they will crack the chemical mystery, and it 
will be just like when you turn crude oil into 
gasoline. Then you'll be able to make 8 gal- 
lons of ethanol, and you won't even have to 
use corm—you can use rice hulls; you can 
any kind of biomass 
gallon of gasoline. And when 
that happens, we'll all be going around get- 
ting 500 miles a gallon. Now, Al Gore will 
fund that and push that, and they won't. You 
can choose 

But you talk about something that could 
revolutionize life for America’s farmers, 
change everything in rural America and 
rural Arkansas, that’s it. So that’s what Gore 
wants to do 


I ] 
back In 


use hay; 
fuel with one 


you Can use 


They think we can drill our way 
out of the energy problem we've got. 

And in education, they want to repeal our 
commitment to put 100,000 teachers in the 
classroom. They say the Federal Government 
shouldn’t be doing that. All I know is that 
when we passed class size standards in Ar- 
kansas in the early grades, the achievement 
of our children went up, and it is happening 
all over America. We have the biggest num- 
ber of kids in the history of our country, 
we need more teachers in those schools. 

So you've got a choice. If you want to take 
down the 100,000 police and take down the 
100,000 teachers and not have a real Patients’ 
Bill of Rights and not have a Medicare pre- 
scription drug program that helps all of our 
people and not have a tax deduction for the 
cost of college tuition and weaken the envi- 
ronmental standards, you've got a choice. But 
if you kind of like having safer streets and 


and 
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a cleaner environment and knowing your Na- 
tional Government is supporting school 
forms that work and helping more people get 
access to health care while we grow the econ- 
omy, you've got to vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman, and you need to tell the 
ican people that. 

We've got these two big questions. Do you 
want to build on the prosperity and keep it 
going; do you want to build on the social 
progress and keep it going? And there’s huge 
choices. 

And the third thing I'd like to say is this— 
and James Lee said this; it really meant a 
lot to me. You know, I’ve watched Rodney 
and James Lee for the last 20 years, and now 
they're maybe the two most popular pe ople 
in the Cabinet. You know, James Lee is from 
Yell County; Rodney is from Lee County. 
And I think, you know, one of the reasons 
that they do so well is they came from little 
towns, and they learned to talk to people in- 
stead of talking “governmentese,” and they 
understand human nature. 

And here’s James Lee Witt up here giving 
you a civil rights speech about how he has 
changed FEMA. [Laughter] But what he 
proved is that FEMA could be both com- 
petent and reflective of America. And the 
truth is, the more reflective of America it 
got, the more competent it got. 

Now, that’s the third big issue. You know, 
I tried to make every American, even when 
they and, on many occasions, I’m sure you, 
disagreed with some particular decision | 
made, I tried to make people feel at home 
with the White House, to know that I was 
pulling ven ordinary Americans, that every- 
body ‘erybody—in this country interests 
counted, with the White House, with the 
Cabinet, with the decisions that were made. 

And I think it’s really important that we 
keep moving forward to build one America. 
That’s why I’m for this hate crimes legislation 
and for employment nondiscrimination. 
That’s why I’m for stronger equal pay laws 
for women. That’s why I think it’s important 
that the Supre me C ourt continue to protect 
civil rights and human rights. 

This is a big deal in this election. They're 
against the hate crimes legislation. They're 
even against our attempts to strengthen the 
equal pay laws for women. And most people 


Amer- 
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believe the only issue at stake in the Supreme 
Court is a woman’s right to choose. That’s 
not true. That’s at stake, by the way, and it 
will certainly change depending on whether 
Al Gore wins or loses this election. You can 
go to the bank on that, because there will 
be at least two appointments in the next 4 
years. 

But something that could have a more pro- 
found effect on America is that there is al- 
ready a majority of 5-4 on that Court, that 
is determined to limit the ability of our Na- 
tional Government to protect and advance 
the civil rights and basic public health, safety, 
and welfare of the United States of America. 
Already, they have invalidated a provision of 
the Brady law because it required local folks 
to help us check criminal backgrounds. They 
invalidated a provision of the Violence 
Against Women Act—the Violence Against 
Women Act—because it required local gov- 
ernment to do something to support our en- 
forcement of that. 

And in the last couple of weeks, they in- 
validated an anti-AIDS discrimination law. 
Now, these are bills we even got the Repub- 
licans in Washington to vote for. The Su- 
preme Court is to the right of the Republican 
Congress already. You have got to think 
about this, and you've got to talk to people 
about this. People need to understand this 
is a big deal. 

Now, it ought to be a happy election be- 
cause nobody has to say anything bad about 
anybody else. Near as I can see that the Vice 
President has never one time questioned the 
character or the integrity of his opponents. 

I wish I could say the same thing for them 
ere him. But it still hasn’t been too bad 
an election. The only problem is, people are 
fixing to go to the polls, and there is still 
not absolute clarity about what the choice 
is, what the consequences are to real people 
and their families. 

And look, this is a—I don’t know if we'll 
have another election in my lifetime where 
we've got so much prosperity, so much social 
progress, the absence of crisis at home, the 
absence of threats to our security abroad. 
And I just want to echo one or two things 
that Dale Bumpers said. 

First, let me say a word about Joe 
Lieberman. I’ve known him for 30 years. I 
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met him when he was running for State sen- 
ate, and I went to law school, in Connecticut 
More 
think clearly understands the 
that brought to the 
whether you call it the New Democratic ap- 
proat h or the DLC approach or whatever. 
Basically, it was the idea that we would stop 


making false « 


than anybody else in the Congress, | 


he approach 


we country in 1992, 


hoices in Washington and tr 
to unify our country. We could bring the def- 
icit down and increase investment in edu- 
cation. We could be pro-business and pro- 
We could be 


and for a growing economy 


labor for a clean environment 


But you've got to be disciplined to do that. 
And he 
the real appeal of our opponents in this elec- 
t all 
as Dale Bumpers said, 
materialized yet 


understands as well as anybody that 
tion is, “It’s your money; let’s just take 
now.” Even though, 
it hasn't 

And they want to talk about spending all 
this surplus right now. It reminds me of those 
letters we get in the mail from Ed 
McMahon, you know, the swee pstakes letter: 
You may have won $10 million.” 


used to 


If you went 
out and spent the 10 million, you should vote 
for Bush and Cheney. If not 
for Gore and Lieberman 
And what Dale said about the 
right But let 


. you should vote 


Vice Presi- 


dent is absolute ly me say, | 


think I know something about economic pol- 
icy. And I hope I've learned something about 
dec isionmaking and about the world at large 
It matters whether you know 


) about these 
It matters how hard you work. You 
know, this is a job. It’s not just a media event 
every day. It’s a job. 


issues 


lot of reasons that these things have 
piled up, these good, positive changes is that 
every day, we had all these folks in the White 
and all these folks in the Cabinet and 
Al Gore and I, we were working. We treated 
this like a job. We showed up, and we worked 
like I got the 
prove it. We worked at it. 


House 


crazy for 8 years. gray hair to 

It matters whether you work hard, and it 
matters whether you can learn and whether 
you're curious. But it also matters what kind 
of experience you have. John Kennedy said 


the Presidency was preeminently a place of 


decisionmaking. Al Gore makes good deci- 


sions. 


5 
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had 


When he 
trail a few days ago, w 
in the Middle sitting in 
this room and for about 30 minutes he was 
asking questions from the various members 
of our national security team. I thought to 
myself, I would feel absolutely comfortable, 
under any circumstances, with any crisis in 
the world, knowing that this man had to 
make the call, and that’s a big deal 
it’s still a world with 
there. 

So, good man, good decisions. I think he 
will be a great President. And you know as 
well as I do that if everybody understood the 
differences and the positions like I just ex- 
plained them to you today, we'd win. Do you 
have any doubt of that? 

Okay, so 


election in 


to come off the campaign 
e had all that trouble 
and we 


East, were 


Because 
real challenges out 


I'll say again, you can win this 


Al Gore 


Lieberman if you want to bad enough. 


Arkansas for and Joe 
And 
you just think about what we've got. We've 
got a chance, as Dale said, that at least in 
my lifetime we've never had. And we 
not have it again in our lifetime, to literally 
build the future of our dreams for our kids 

So you just go ask people three questions. 
Do you want to keep this prosperity going 
and extend it to the people who have been 
left behind? Do you want to build on the 
progress ol the last 8 years? Do you want 
to keep doing it as one America, keep bring- 
ing people toge ther? 


may 


Do you want to vote 
for somebody who is experienced and solid 
and proven, who will work hard, who knows 
a lot, who understands the future? You just 
have one choice. It’s not close. But it needs 
to be clear 

You've got 2 days to make it clear. Please, 
go do it. You'll be proud you did for the rest 
of your life 


Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The P 


resident spoke at 1:21 p.m. in the 
ballroom at the 


Statehouse Convention Center 
In his remarks, he referred to Arkansas State At- 
torney General Mark Pryor and his father, former 
Senator David Pryor: janis Kearney, Special As- 
sistant to the President and Special Advisory for 
Presidential History; Carroll Willis, director, com- 
munity service division, Democratic National 
Committee; Kenneth L. Smith, Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Depart- 
ment of the Interior; James R. (Jim Bob) Baker, 
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Packers, and 
former 


Administrator, Grain Inspection, 
Stockyard Administration; and 
Dale Bumpers. 


Senator 


Remarks to the Community 
in Pine Bluff, Arkansas 
November 5, 2000 


The President. Thank you all very much. 
I want to thank—first, I thank the choir and 
my friend of nearly 20 years Carrie Paige, 
who looks exactly like she did 20 years ago, 
and I look 50 years older. [Laughte »r| God's 
been good to you. Thank you for your song; 
thank you for your music, all of you, so much. 

I want to thank all the folks who came here 
with me—our State party chair, Vaughn 
McQuary. I want to thank Attorney General 
Mark Pryor—lI don’t know if he’s here or 
not—there he is—the chairman of the Gore/ 
Lieberman campaign in Arkansas. Thank you 
for taking it on. I want to thank my friend 
Lottie Shackelford—and Sharon Priest and 
Hank Wilkins and all the other local officials. 

And I want to thank my good buddy Con- 
gressman Danny Davis, who is from the Mis- 
sissippi Delta in Arkansas, Phillips County, 
but now represents Chicago and is my gre at 
friend; thank him for coming here. I want 
to thank Carroll Willis, who has worked with 
me at the DNC for 8 years and has come 
down here and is working hard for us. 

I want to thank James Lee Witt and 
Rodney Slater. What a great job they have 
done for you and for all America. They're 
two of the most popular people who have 
served in the Government in the tenure I’ve 
been there. 

And I want to thank Dale Bumpers, who 
has stood by me through thick and thin and 
voted to turn this country around with the 
economic plan of 1993. I cannot tell you what 
having Senator Bumpers and Senator Pryor 
there early in my Presidency meant, not only 
to me but to the United States of America. 
They miss him in the Senate, but I’m glad 
and stirring around with you. 

And it’s not true I fell asleep on him com- 
ing dow Laughter}| 
melodic voice, 
drift off, you know? [Laughter 

I wanted to come down here for a couple 
First of all, to Say thank you. 


he’s home 
n here He just has such 


a soothing, you just 


reasons today 


sort of 


Nov. 5 


Thank you, thank you, thank you. [Applause] 
Thank you. 

Mike Ross—I met Mike Ross in 1982, 
when he was a teenager and he was driving 
me around, and I was trying to do something 
in 1982 that had never been done before. 
I had been elected Governor and defeated, 
and I was trying to get elected again. And 
that’s a pretty difficult psychological thing, 
because you can’t go tell the voters they were 
wrong. [Laughter] 

On the othe *r hand, if you tell them they 
were absolutely right, they wonder well, why 
should they make a mistake then if the "y were 
right the first time to kick you out? So we 
were weaving around it. And we knew that 
the election would turn on what happened 
in eastern Arkansas, what happened in the 
11 counties of northeast Arkansas, what 
would happen in the Delta, and whether we 
could get two-thirds of the vote in Jefferson 
County. 

And I thought about it today, looking out 
at this sea of faces, when election night came 
in and the early votes came in and our friends 
down here said, “You're going to carry this 
county two to one.” I thought, shut the door; 
the election is over; we’re going back into 
the Governor’s Mansion. Thank you for that, 
too, all of you here. 

Now I want to talk a little bit about the 
future. I came down here for Al Gore and 
Joe Lieberman and Mike Ross. But I also 
came down here for you and your children 
and your communities in this State that I love 
so much. You've been so good to me. 

Look, this is the first time in 26 years I 
haven't been on a ballot somewhere. [Laugh- 
ter| But it’s okay. [Laughter] It’s okay. And 
I am a little worried about what’s going to 
happen to me when I leave office. They tell 
me I'll be lost for the first 3 or 4 months 
because, when I walk in a room, nobody will 
play a song anymore, and I won't know where 
I am. [Laughter] 

But I want you to think about this. This 
election is just as important as the election 
in 1992 that sent Al Gore and me to Wash- 
ington. And yet, sometimes I think people 
don’t think that because things are going so 
well. And I can just say, number one, any- 
body in this audience who is over 30 years 
old knows this statement is true. If you've 
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lived more than 30 years, you can remember 
one time 
a big 


at least in your life when you made 


mistake—not because things 


going so tough, but because they were 


were 
going 
so well, you thought you didn’t have to con- 
Is that right? 

Audience members. Right 

The President. Okay. So | just want you 
to take a minute or two and concentrate, and 
then I want to ask you to help concentrate 


centrate 


the energies of every person you know in this 
State, and especially in this congressional dis- 
trict, on this election. It’s about you and your 
kids and your grandkids and the 
our State and Nation. 

And you know 


future 


, President Reagan used to 
say that there was a simple test for whether 
the party in the White House ought to be 
continued: Are you better off today than you 
were 8 years ago? [Applause] Of course, they 
have now revised their position. Their posi- 
tion on that is, that’s a test only if the Repub- 
licans are in. [Laughter| But they said it, and 
said it, and said it. 

What I think the question you have to go 
out and ask people is—and I want you to 
think about it—I think this whole race for 
Congress and for the Presidency and Vice 
Presidency comes down to three questions: 
Number one, do you want to keep this pros- 
perity going and bring it to the people that 
haven't felt it yet? If you do, you have a 
choice. Al Gore and Joe L ie *berman and Mike 
Ross—what do they say? They say, “First, 
let's keep paying down the debt.” We've 
worked too hard to turn that deficit around. 
Let’s get America out of debt for the first 
time since 1835. 

“And then we'll figure out what we've got 
to do to do that, and then we'll take what's 
left, and we'll invest in education and health 
care and the environment and the national 
security of the country, and we'll give the 
American people a tax cut they can afford 
for college tuition, for long-term care for our 
parents, for child care, for retirement savings. 
Pay down the debt to keep interest rates low 
and economic growth high; invest and cut 
taxes, but within the discipline of thinking 
about our kids and our grandkids.” 

Now, you've got a choice. What do the 
other folks say in the Republican Party, Mike 
Ross's opponent and the candidates ‘for na- 


of 
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They “Hey, it’s your 
money. We've got a surplus. We're going to 
give it all back to you now.” Right? They say, 
“Vote e’ll give you a tax cut that’s 
3 times as big, po if you’re young, we'll let 
you privatize your Soc ial Security taxes so you 
can put them in the stock market; and if 
you're not so young, we'll just keep writing 
your check. And, by the way, 
little mone y we want to spend.” 


tional office? say, 


for us: w 


oh, here’s a 

Now, what's the problem there? 

Audience member. It doesn’t add up. 

The President. Yes, it doesn’t add up. 
{Laughter} 1 want you all to listen to this. 
I want you all to listen to this; this is simple. 
People ask me all the time, “What great new 
progress did you bring to Washington?” 


[At this point, an audience member required 
assistance. | 


The President. Do you need to move that, 
gentlemen? Okay. Go ahead. We need some 
help here. Can we have one more person 
up here? He’s just hot. Give him a hand. 
[Applause] 

You all listen, this is one thing you could 
say that might change some votes in the next 
2 days, and it’s simple—and a lot of people 
don’t know it. They admit, the other guys 
do, the surplus is supposed to be $2 trillion 
over the next 10 years. Now, who knows? 
Trillion, schmillion, that’s a lot of zeroes. 
(Laughter) Let’s make it simple. Let’s say 2 
okay? Then their tax cut and the interest rate 
associated with it costs 1.6 trillion—1.6. Then 
their privatization of Social Security, as the 
Vice President has pointed out, if you give 
the young people 2 percent of payroll and 
you promise the old folks the same money 
that the young people are taking out of the 
bank, you’ve got to come up with the money 
somewhere. Ok: uy? That costs 1. Then the 
money they want to spend, it’s about a half 
a trillion dollars—.5. Two trillion dollar sur- 
plus—2 

Here’s the problem: 1.6 tax cut, 1 Social 
Security privatization, .5 spending equals 
3.1—3.1 is bigger than 2. It doesn’t add up, 
and it’s going to take us back to deficits. We'll 
never pay the debt down; interest rates will 
be higher; the economy will be weaker. 
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Look, man, this affects everybody. This af- 
fects everybody. On a $100,000 home mort- 
gage, the people paying on a $100,000 home 
mortgage are paying $2,000 a year less in 
payments because we turned deficits to sur- 
pluses, just on a home mortgage. 

I've seen an economic study which indi- 
cates the Vice President’s plan might keep 
interest rates one percent lower for a decade. 
Do you know what that’s worth? Three hun- 
dred ninety billion dollars in lower home 
mortgages, $30 billion in lower car payments, 
$15 billion in lower college loan payments, 
lower credit card payments, lower business 
loans, more jobs, higher incomes, 
stock market, stronger economy. 


bigger 


So, question number one—go out across 
this district and across this State and you tell 
them, if you want to build on the prosperity 
and get America out of debt and take what’s 
left for education and health care and a tax 
cut, you only have one choice: Al Gore, Joe 
Lieberman, and Mike Ross. 

Now, the second question. Our country is 
not just better off; it’s a better country. 
Crime is at a 26-year low, welfare at a 32- 
year low. We have cleaner air, cleaner water, 
safer drinking water, 3 times as many toxic 
waste dumps cleaned up in our 8 years as 
in there 12 years before, more land set aside 
than any administration since Teddy 
Roosevelt, 100 years ago. 

We have 90 percent of our children immu- 
nized against serious childhood diseases for 
the first time in history. We added 25 years 
to the life of Medicare, and the number of 
people without health insurance is going 
down for the first time in 12 years. 

In our schools—all across America in our 
schools, math and reading and science scores 
are up; the dropout rate is down; the high 
school graduation is up. Last year, for the 
first time in the history of America, the Afri- 
can-American high school graduation rate 
was virtually equal to the white graduation 
rate. We have, in the last 3 years alone, a 


300 percent increase in the number of 


African-American and Latino kids taking ad- 
vanced placement classes and going to col- 
lege, and the highest college-going rate ever, 
because we've given you the biggest i increase 
in college aid since the GI bill 50 years ago. 
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Okay, question number two, do you want 
to build on this progress, or do you want to 
vote for somebody that will reverse the things 
we've done? You have a choice. Now look, 
this is something you can’t see in those ex- 
pensive TV ads. Let’s just look at the facts 
here. Number one, if you vote for the Demo- 
crats, they will keep putting police on the 
streets. South Arkansas is full of law enforce- 
ment officers that were put there under our 
administration’s program to keep driving the 
crime rate down. 

Number two, we will keep putting teach- 
ers in the classroom and provide money to 
build and modernize and repair schools and 
for after-school programs and summer school 
programs and preschool programs. And we'll 
make the cost of college tuition tax deduct- 
ible. 

We will build on our clean air, clean water 
record, especially in the area of energy. And 
the thing that will matter most to southeast 
Arkansas is this: We are funding research 
now, which Al Gore will double or more, try- 
ing to determine how to make farm-based 
fuel more efficiently. Most of you think of 
it as ethanol made from com. But you can 
actually make fuel from rice hulls, from grass, 
from hay, from anything. 

Here’s the problem. It takes about 7 gal- 
lons of gasoline to make 8 gallons of ethanol. 
But we're doing research which is very prom- 
ising that, when we’re through, you'll be able 
to make 8 gallons of ethanol with one gallon 
of gasoline. That’s like you all will be getting 
500 miles to the gallon. It will change Amer- 
ica forever; it will do a lot to solve the prob- 
lem of global warming, and it will do a lot 
to raise farm income in Arkansas and every- 
place else in the United States of America. 

Now, in the area of health care—you heard 
Mike Ross say this—we’re for a Patients’ Bill 
of Rights; we’re for Medicare prescription 
drugs for all the seniors who need it. And 
we want to expand coverage to children and 
to their families. That’s the Gore plan. Now, 
you've got a choice. If you vote for them, 
they have and in 
the case of his opponent, often voted al- 
ready—to get rid of the 100,000 police, get 
rid of the 100,000 teachers, no money for 
school construction, no money to expand 
health care coverage, a phony Patients’ Bill 
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of Rights that the HMO’s will let them have, 
and a limited Medicare drug program be- 
Cause the big drug companies won t let them 
provide drugs to every senior that needs it 
But if want to 
kee p building on the progress, if you want 


You've got a choice you 


America to be safer, if you want the environ- 
ment to be cleaner, if you want there to be 
more earnings in southeast Arkansas from a 
new energy future, if you want to expand 
health care coverage and, most important of 
all, if you want to make education better and 
all of our children learn and all 
of our schools and evervbody can afford to 


] 
make sure 


go to ¢ olle ve— look, you just have one choice 
Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and Mike Ross 

Here’s the third thing, and this is maybe 
the most important thing of all to me. If the 
good Lord came to me on this Sunday after- 
noon and said, “Bill, you can’t finish your 
term; your life is over; you're history. I'll give 
you one wish. What would you wish for?” 
I wouldn't even wish for prosperity. I would 
wish for us to be a more united country 

Now look, I know it’s hot, and I'm nearly 
done, but you've got to get this down because 
you've got to do the talking after I leave. 
What's the special thing about our economic 
expansion? It’s not just the longest economic 
expansion in history. It’s not just 22 million 
new jobs. This is the first time in 30 years 
when people at all income levels benefited. 
Yes, we had more billionaires and more mil- 
lionaires. But we also had average income 
going up over $5,000; median income over 
$40,000 for the first time; 20-year low in pov- 
erty; 30 percent drop in child poverty; senior 
poverty below 10 percent for the first time 
in history; the welfare rolls cut in half. 

Now, that’s what’s happened. Why? Be- 
cause under our way of doing this, we all 
go forward together. That’s why I wouldn’t 
get rid of affirmative action when the Repub- 
licans wanted to do it, because I wanted us 
all to go forward together. 

What does that mean? That means we 
Democrats, we're for things like the min- 
imum wage and the hate crimes bill and 
equal pay for women and the defense of civil 
rights and human rights by our courts. That’s 
what we're for. Now, if you want us to go 
forward together, you've got to be for Al 
Gore, Joe Lieberman, and Mike Ross. 
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Now, let me just say one other thing about 
Mike Ross. I’m really proud of him. I’ve seen 
him grow up. I've seen him grow in the State 
Senate. I've seen him grow on this campaign 
trail. And I haven't seen any of these ads he 
was talking about. But I want you to know 
two things. I'll bet you anything there’s some 
ad up somewhere where Mike’s opponent is 
taking credit for all the money that Congress 
just came up with for two bridges across the 
Mississippi River. [Laughter] Is that right? 

Well, I’ve got the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation here as my witness. And I want you 
all to listen to this now. We’ve been working 
a long time for those bridges. But the Con- 
gress is in the control of Senator Lott from 
Mississippi and Tom Delay and Dick Armey 
from Texas, and they didn’t want to give us 
that stuff. But we got those bridges, and we 
got $20 million for the Delta Commission, 
which will help this area. We got a lot of 
that stuff. 

But I have to tell you what. You know why 
we got that money finally this year? Because 
Mike Ross ran against the incumbent Con- 
gressman, and they're terrified he’s going to 
lose. When those bridges get built, you ought 
to name them after Mike Ross. They ought 
to be the Mike Ross Memorial Bridges across 
the Mississippi River. Don’t take my word 
for it. Ask Rodney. Ask Danny Davis—he’s 
in the Congress. I know what I’m talking 
about. You put a plaque on those bridges 
when they get up, and you put Mike Ross’s 
name on it. Now, I just want to say—lI just 
couldn't resist it. [Laughter] 

I want to say one other thing. This young 
man has a lot of energy; he will work hard; 
he will come home; he will serve his con- 
stituent faithfully. And that incumbent Con- 
gressman could not do a bit better than he 
will do; and if the Democrats win a majority, 
as most people think they will, then he'll be 
more effective at coming home and doing 
that. 

But there’s a huge difference here. He will 
vote for you when he’s in Washington, too. 
That is the difference. 

And Id like to say one final thing about 
Al Gore. You know, we've worked together 


for 8 years. He’s done more good in the posi- 
tion of Vice President than any American in 
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the history of this country. There’s no ques- 
tion about that. Whether it is in managing 
the reduction of the size of Government to 
its smallest point since 1960 or managing our 
effort to hook up our classrooms to the Inter- 
net or trying to get higher-mileage vehicles 
out of Detroit or dealing with a lot of our 
most sensitive foreign policy issues, he’s ex- 
perienced—he works like a dog. He works 
as hard as anybody I have ever known, and 
I don’t care what anybody tells you—in the 
world we're living in, it matters whether 
you're willing to work hard, and he keeps 
learning, and he cares about these things. 

Now, here’s what I want to ask you to do. 
You can remember those three things I said, 
can’t you? If you want to build on the pros- 
perity, and you know that 3.1 is bigger than 
2, and you want America to be out of debt 
with low interest rates and high growth, 
you've got to be for Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, 
and Mike Ross. 

If you want a Patients’ Bill of Rights and 
Medicare and funds to construct 
schools and hire teachers, if you want us to 
keep investing in new forms of fuel, if you 
want to keep moving forward with more po- 
lice in little towns and rural areas in Arkan- 
sas, you only have one choice: Al Gore, Joe 
Lieberman, and Mike Ross. 

If you want a policy where we’re all going 
forward together, which is why we're for the 
minimum wage and equal pay and civil rights 
as one America, you only have one choice: 
Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and Mike Ross. 

Now, here’s what I want to tell you: This 

race is tight as a tick—{laughter|—here, in 
this district, in this State, and all over this 
country. There’s 12 or 15 States that are 
within two points, one way or the other. And 
I'll tell you who is going to win. Who is going 
to win is, who wants to go bad enough. 
Mike Ross to win badly 
enough, there’s enough people right here to 
win this race for him. If you want Al Gore 
to carry Arkansas and you believe in what 
we've done and you re proud of what we’ve 
done the last 8 years, and you can’t imagine 
why anybody would want to reverse these 
policies that are working instead of build on 
them, there’s enough people right here in 
this room to carry the election. 


drugs 


If you want 
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Every one of you—every one of you has 
a ton of friends who have never come to a 
rally like this, don’t you? You've got a lot of 
friends that have never heard a President 
speak or a Governor speak, and they're prob- 
ably wondering what you're doing here on 
Sunday afternoon. You could be home watch- 
ing football. Is that right? 

So what I want you to promise yourself 
is, every free minute you've got between now 
and the time the polls close, you will call peo- 
ple and say, “Let me tell you why you ought 
to vote, let me tell you why you ought to 
vote for Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and Mike 
Ross.” We've got to keep the prosperity 
going, not put it at risk; we've got to ke ep 
the progress going, not reverse it; we've got 
to keep going forward together as one coun- 
try. If you will do that, Mike Ross and Al 
Gore and Joe Lieberman, they're going to 
have a big celebration Tuesday night, and our 
children will have a brighter future. 

Thank you, and Ged Bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Banquet Hall at the Pine Bluff Convention Cen- 
ter. In his remarks, he referred to vocalist Carrie 
Paige; State Attorney General Mark Pryor; Lottie 
Shackelford, vice chair, and Carroll Willis, direc- 
tor, community service division, Democratic Na- 
tional Committee; Arkansas Secretary of State 
Sharon Priest; State Representative Hank Wilkins; 
former Senators Dale Bumpers and David Pryor; 
and Mike Ross, candidate for Arkansas’ Fourth 
Congressional District 


Proclamation 7370—National Family 
Caregivers Month, 2000 
November 5, 2000 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 

All Americans owe a debt of gratitude to 
the family caregivers among us—the gen- 
erous, compassionate individuals who daily 
face the challenge of caring for loved ones 
who are frail, chronically ill, or living with 
disabilities that restrict their indepe nde once. 
These everyday heroes, living quietly among 
us in families and communities across the 
country, are the major source of long-term 
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care in America. By providing billions of dol- 
lars’ worth of caregiving services each year, 
they dramatically reduce the demands on our 
Nation’s health care sy stem and make an ex- 
traordinary contribution to the quality of life 
of their loved ones 

an emotional and 
physical price as well as a financial one. Few 


Caregivers often pay 


enjoy any free time because they must juggle 
the demands of home and work while meet- 
ing the special needs of the individuals in 


their care. Many do not have the support of 


other family members or friends and con- 


sequently experience depression, a sense of 


isolation, and the stress of knowing they must 
carry out their important duties alone. Stud- 
ies have indicated that such caregiver stress 
can have a physical consequence, contrib- 
uting to a higher mortality rate among elderly 


caregivers who themselves have a history of 


chronic illness. 
But caregivers should not have 
their challenges alone, 


face 
and my Administra- 
tion has worked hard to ensure that they will 
not have to do so. I am pleased that the Con- 
gress has finally passed the Older Americans 
Act Amendments of 2000, which will 
strengthen and improve the services available 
to senior citizens in every State, from home- 
delivered meals to transportation services to 
legal assistance. This legislation also includes 
authorization for our new National Family 
Caregiver Support Program, which will pro- 
vide quality respite care and other support 
services to hundreds of thousands of families 
who are struggling to care for loved ones. 

The Long-Term Care Security Act that I 
signed into law in September authorizes the 
Office of Personnel Management to nego- 
tiate with private insurers to offer more af- 
fordable, high-quality, long-term care insur- 
ance policies to Federal employees, retirees, 
and their families. This initiative will help 
some 13 million Americans better prepare 
for the future and ease the fear of having 
to deplete their life savings to care for a loved 
one. 

We must also help families who need long- 
term care assistance right now. I continue 
to call on the Congress to provide a $3,000 
tax credit for the millions of Americans with 
long-term care needs and the families who 
care for them. Passage of a new, voluntary 
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Medicare prescription drug benefit would 
also go a long way toward easing the financial 
burden on family caregivers. 

Caregiving touches us all, either within our 
own families or within our communities. As 
we observe National Family Caregivers 
Month, let us thank the millions of devoted 
men and women across our Nation who en- 
able our loved ones who are frail, chronically 
ill, or living with disabilities to live in dignity 
in the warmth and familiarity of home. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2000 
as National Family Caregivers Month. I call 
upon all Americans to acknowledge and 
honor the contributions of caregivers to the 
quality of our national life. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 7, 2000] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on November 6, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on No- 
vember 8 


Remarks on Signing Poor Nation 
Debt-Relief Funding Legislation 
November 6, 2000 


The President. Thank you very much. I'd 
like to welcome you all here to the White 
House, especially the distinguished members 
of the diplomatic corps who are here, and 


four of the Members of the United States 
Congress who helped to make this possible: 
Representative Spencer Bachus, Representa- 
tive John Kasich, Representative John 
LaFalce, and Senator Paul Sarbanes. I thank 
you all for being here. 

You know, in Washington, DC, if you get 
a group this diverse in the same room, you're 
normally there for a roast. [Laughter] Today, 
happily, it’s a celebration. 
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Just a few moments ago, with the members 
of the administration who are here, I signed 
into law a bill to provide funding for the en- 
tire $435 million needed for the United 
States to do its share in debt relief this year 
for the world’s poorest countries. It also gives 
the International Monetary Fund the author- 
ity it needs to do its share, as well. 

I am so grateful for everyone here who 
made it possible, including Secretaries 
Summers and Albright, Gene Sperling, 
Sandy Berger, and the other members of the 
administration, representatives of the reli- 
gious organizations, the NGO’s, the business 
community, members of the diplomatic 
corps, and especially the Members of Con- 
gress who had the most astonishing bipar- 
tisan coalition for this endeavor. 

I would like to thank one Member who 
is not here, Nancy Pelosi, for all the work 
she did on this as well. And I am sorry that 
Bobby Shriver, who also played a key role 
in this effort, could not be with us today be- 
cause of his mother’s illness, and I ask for 
your prayers for him and his family, and es- 
pecially for his remarkable mother, Eunice, 
who has fought for so many good humani- 
tarian causes in her long and rich life. 

Our Nation is taking this important step 
today because we understand that making 
the global economy work for everyone is not 
a political nicety but an economic, strategic, 
and moral necessity. Open markets and open 
trade are critically important to lifting living 
standards and building shared prosperity. 
But they alone cannot carry the burden of 
lifting the poorest nations out of poverty. 
While the forces of globalization may be in- 
exorable, its benefits are not, especially for 
countries that lack the most important build- 
ing blocks of progress—a healthy population 
with broadbased literacy. 

Here in our Nation, this will be remem- 
bered as a time of great plenty, but we cannot 
forget that for too many of the world—too 
many in the world, it is still a time of aston- 
ishing poverty. Nearly half the human race, 
2.8 billion people, lives on less than $2 a day. 
In many countries, a child is 3 times more 
likely to die before the age of 5 than to go 
to secondary school. One in 10 children dies 
before his or her first birthday. One in three 
is malnourished. The average adult has only 
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3 years of schooling. This is not right, not 
necessary, and no longer acceptable. 

I have committed our Nation during my 
service as President to wage an intensified 
battle against global poverty. I never accept- 
ed the idea that millions have to be left be- 
hind while the rest of us move ahead. The 
health of nations is not a zero-sum game. By 
lifting the weakest, poorest among us, we lift 
all the rest of us, as well. 

I hope that this idea will be a priority in 
our foreign policy for a long time to come, 
no less important than promoting trade, in- 
vestment and financial stability. It will be 
good for our economy because it represents 
an investment in future markets, good for our 
security because in the long run it is dan- 
gerously destabilizing to have half the world 
on the cutting edge of technology while the 
other half struggles on the bare edge of sur- 
vival. 

But most of all, as the religious leaders 
around the world have told us, and as those 
here will make clear again, it will be good 
for our souls, because global poverty is a 
moral affront and confronting the challenge 
is simply the right thing to do. 

The United States has greatly increased 
funding to combat diseases like HIV/AIDS, 
malaria, and tuberculosis in developing coun- 
tries, which combine to claim one in four 
of the lives lost on the planet every year. With 
the bill I just signed, we will have more than 
doubled our support for HIV/AIDS preven- 
tion treatment and care in just 2 years. And 
again, this is a great tribute to the bipartisan 
agreement achieved in Congress. 

I hope soon Congress will put even more 
resources behind the World Bank’s AIDS 
trust fund, a bipartisan initiative that I think 
deserves every American’s support, and pass 
a vaccine tax credit to increase immunization 
in the world’s poorest countries. 

We have also launched a $300 million pilot 
initiative to provide free meals, to encourage 
the parents of 9 million boys and girls in poor 
countries to send them to school. We are 
working to dramatically expand support for 
nations committed to expanding basic lit- 
eracy and reducing abusive child labor. We 
have initiated the Digital Opportunity Task 
Force, and we’re working to help 20 African 
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countries now connect to the Internet, train- 
ing 1,500 government and civic institutions 
to do it 

But none of these efforts is more impor- 

tant than relieving the world’s poorest na- 
tions from the crippling burden of massive 
debt. Debt that was often piled up by dic- 
tators who have now fled the scene. Debt 
so crushing that in some instances, the an- 
nual interest payments on it exceeds the na- 
tional budgets for health and education. 
Debt that is a drag on growth and a drain 
on resources that could be used to help meet 
the most basic human needs: clean water, 
schools, medicine, food. 
His Holiness the 
called for debt forgiveness in this, the 
jubilee year. With the help of countless oth- 
ers, this grassroots effort grew into Jubilee 
2000. The United States made this issue a 
centerpiece of the G-7 summit in Cologne 
last year. We crafted a plan for creditor na- 
tions to triple the debt relief available to the 
world’s poorest nations, provided—and this 
is an important “provided”—that they com- 
mitted themselves to economic reform, that 
they channel the savings into health and edu- 
cation, and that they resolve to have peaceful 
relations with their neighbors. 

Today the United States follows through 
on our part of that international commit- 
ment. Already, debt relief is making a dif- 
ference around the world. Mozambique, for 
example, is buying much-needed medicines 
for government clinics. Uganda used its sav- 
ings to double its primary school enrollment. 

Now, with the United States’ contribution, 
Bolivia will save $77 million and will start 
using it on health and education. Honduras 


More than a year ago, 
Pope 


will begin to offer every child 9 years of 


schooling, instead of 6. I believe everyone 
here is clear about why we have had the suc- 
cess so far. We have worked together across 
lines that too often divide—lines of party, re- 
ligion, geography—to accomplish a common 
aid. 

In this group, we have evangelists and 
economists, Democrats and Republicans, 
nongovernmental _— organizations, _ labor 
unions, the business community, advocates 
for Africa. When you get this many people 
from this many different backgrounds point- 
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ing in the same direction, you can be pretty 
sure it’s the right direction. 

I thank all of you again for your inspired 
work. I also want to thank one more person 
who couldn’t be here today, Bono. [Laugh- 
ter] Bono has done—I can’t help noting, 
there have been a lot of ancillary benefits 
to Bono's passionate devotion to this. 
[Laughter] I'll never forget one day Secretary 
Summers coming in to me saying, “You 
know, some guy just came in to see me in 
jeans and a T-shirt, and he just had one 
name, but he sure was smart. Do you know 
anything about him?” [Laughter] 

So Bono has advanced the cultural aware- 
ness—|laughter|—of the American political 
establishment, embracing everyone from 
Larry Summers to Jesse Helms. It’s been a 
great gift to America’s appreciation of mod- 
ern music. [Laughter] 

One of U2’s biggest hits is “I Still Haven't 
Found What I’m Looking For.” Well, with 
this bill and these funds and this diverse coa- 
lition, Bono and the rest of us, we’ve found 
what we’re looking for, and we need to build 
on it. And iet’s give Bono a big hand today. 
He'll be watching, I'm sure. [Applause] 
Thank you. 


The song goes on to say that we have found 
the spirit to climb the highest mountains, to 
break the bonds and loose the chains. It 
shows that when we get the Pope and the 
pop stars all singing on the same sheet of 


music, our voices do carry to the heavens. 
The question now for us is, where do we go 
from here? We have to implement this pro- 
gram well; and if we do implement it well 
and it works, then there will be broad support 
around the world to extend it to other na- 
tions. 

We need to find the same energy to de- 
velop a real, comprehensive, and adequate 
consensus on helping nations to turn around 
the AIDS struggle. We need to direct this 
energy toward making sure that every child, 
even in the poorest countries, gets the 
chance to develop his or her full potential 
in a decent school. We need to develop the 
capacity to help struggling countries that 
have totally inadequate public health systems 
and inadequate clean water systems, the ba- 
sics of a decent life, develop those systems. 
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In short, we need to redirect this energy 
toward a worldwide consensus on the impor- 
tance of building a global economy with a 
human face that leaves no one behind. Based 
on what I have seen in these last several 
months, I think we can do that, if we bring 
the same dedication, the same commitment, 
the same energy that have brought about this 
celebration today. 

Let me say, for me, this last year and a 
half or so has been an incredible experience, 
thanks to so many of you. I thank particularly 
the Members of Congress. I embarrassed, I 
think, Spencer Bachus—I was afraid it would 
generate a write-in campaign to beat him in 
his heavily Republican district because I said 
that he had absolutely nothing to gain by 
doing this. He just did it because he thought 
it was the right thing to do. And that’s true 
of so many of you. 

So I just want to say that I believe this 
is one of the most important moments of the 
last 8 years for the United States of America. 
I believe that this will put our country 
squarely on the side of humanity for a very, 
very long time to come. And I am profoundly 
grateful to all of you. 

And now I would like to ask the president 
of Bread for the World, the Reverend David 
Beckmann, to come to the podium. 

Thank you very much. 


[At this point Reverend Beckmann, Rev. 
Elenora Giddings Ivory, director, Wash- 
ington office, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
and Secretary of the Treasury Lawrence H. 
Summers made brief remarks. | 


The President. Thank you very 
This is the conclusion of our program. | 
would like to say that I am personally grateful 
to a lot of people who didn’t get to speak 


much. 


today, but who worked like crazy on this: 
Gene Sperling, who found an excuse to sleep 
even less at night until this passed—{laugh- 
ter|—and John Podesta; Steve Ricchetti; 
Chuck Brain, who lobbied this for us so heav- 
ily in the Congress. And I thank Sylvia 
Mathews and Jack Lew at OMB, and all the 
others who worked on this. And, Secretary 
Albright, I thank you. 
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One of the things that we do with our AID 
program to try to alleviate poverty is, we 
make 2 million microenterprise loans a year 
to poor people trying to develop functional 
economic enterprises in poor countries. It is 
absolutely impossible if they're being 
weighed ‘down. I completely agree with the 
conclusion of Secretary Summers’ talk. But 
the instruments for creating opportunity that 
the United States has now are far more likely 
to succeed in those states where the debt 
has been relieved. 

What a happy day. Let’s remember the ad- 
monition of all the speakers and keep on 
working at it. And next year when I’m just 
Joe Citizen, I'll do my part, too. Let’s keep 
going. 

Thank you very much. God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at noon in the East 
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Robert Shriver III, advocate, Jubilee 
2000, and his mother, Eunice Kennedy Shriver; 
Pope John Paul II; and musician Bono. 


Statement on the Death 
of David Brower 


November 6, 2000 


I was saddened to learn today of the death 
of David Brower, one of the earliest and most 
ardent defenders of the extraordinary natural 
heritage that enriches and unites all Ameri- 
cans. Over more than half a century, from 
Cape Cod to the Grand Canyon to the Alaska 
wilderness, he fought passionately to pre- 
serve our Nation’s greatest natural treasures. 
His fiery activism helped build and energize 
the modem environmental movement, ral- 
lying countless people to the defense of our 
precious planet. Like the towering redwoods 
of his native California, David Brower’s con- 
servation legacy will stand tall and proud for 
generations to come. 

Hillary and I extend our deepest condo- 
lences to his wife Anne, his family, and his 
many friends and supporters throughout the 
world. 
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Statement on Signing the Executive 
Order on Consultation and 
Coordination With Indian 

Tribal Governments 

November 6, 2000 


Today I am pleased to sign a revised Exec- 
utive order on consultation with Indian tribal 
governments. This Executive order, itself 
based on consultation, will renew my admin- 
istration’s commitment to tribal sovereignty 
and our government-to-government relation- 
ship. 

The first Americans hold a unique place 
in our history. Long before others came to 
our shores, the first Americans had estab- 
lished self-governing societies. Among their 
societies, democracy flourished long before 
the founding of our Nation. Our Nation en- 
tered into treaties with Indian nations, which 
acknowledged their right to self-government 
and protected their lands. The Constitution 
affirms the United States’ government-to- 
government relationship with Indian tribes 
both in the Commerce Clause, which estab- 
lishes that “the Congress shall have the 
Power To... regulate commerce . . . with 
the Indian Tribes.” and in the Supremacy 
Clause, which ratifies the Indian treaties that 
the United States entered into prior to 1787. 

Indian nations and tribes ceded lands, 
water, and mineral rights in exchange for 
peace, security, health care, and education. 
The Federal Government did not always live 
up to its end of the bargain. That was wrong, 
and I have worked hard to change that by 
recognizing the importance of tribal sov- 
ereignty and government-to-government re- 
lations. When I became the first President 
since James Monroe to invite the leaders of 
every tribe to the White House in April 1994, 
I vowed to honor and respect tribal sov- 
ereignty. At that historic meeting, I issued 
a memorandum directing all Federal agen- 
cies to consult with Indian tribes before mak- 
ing decisions on matters affecting American 
Indian and Alaska Native peoples. 

Today, there is nothing more important in 
Federal-tribal relations than fostering true 
government-to-government relations to em- 
power American Indians and Alaska Natives 
to improve their own lives, the lives of their 
children, and the generations to come. We 
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must continue to engage in a partnership, so 
that the first Americans can reach their full 
potential. So, in our Nation’s relations with 
Indian tribes, our first principle must be to 
respect the right of American Indians and 
Alaska Natives to self-determination. We 
must respect Native Americans’ rights to 
choose for themselves their own way of life 
on their own lands according to their time 
honored cultures and traditions. We must 
also acknowledge that American Indians and 
Alaska Natives must have access to new tech- 
nology and commerce to promote economic 
opportunity in their homelands. 

Today, I reaffirm our commitment to tribal 
sovereignty, self-determination, and self-gov- 
ernment by issuing this revised Executive 
order on consultation and coordination with 
Indian tribal governments. This Executive 
order builds on prior actions and strengthens 
our government-to-government relationship 
with Indian tribes. It will ensure that all Ex- 
ecutive departments and agencies consult 
with Indian tribes and respect tribal sov- 
ereignty as they develop policy on issues that 
impact Indian communities. 


Executive Order 13175— 
Consultation and Coordination 
With Indian Tribal Governments 


November 6, 2000 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
establish regular and meaningful consultation 
and collaboration with tribal officials in the 
development of Federal policies that have 
tribal implications, to strengthen the United 
States government-to-government relation- 
ships with Indian tribes, and to reduce the 
imposition of unfunded mandates upon In- 
dian tribes; it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Definitions. For purposes of 
this order: 

(a) “Policies that have tribal implications” 
refers to regulations, legislative comments or 
proposed legislation, and other policy state- 
ments or actions that have substantial direct 
effects on one or more Indian tribes, on the 
relationship between the Federal Govern- 
ment and Indian tribes, or on the distribution 
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of power and responsibilities between the 
Federal Government and Indian tribes. 

(b) “Indian tribe” means an Indian or Alas- 
ka Native tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village, 
or community that the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior acknowledges to exist as an Indian tribe 
pursuant to the Federally Recognized Indian 
Tribe List Act of 1994, 25 U.S.C. 479a. 

(c) “Agency” means any authority of the 
United States that is an “agency” under 44 
U.S.C. 3502(1), other than those considered 
to be independent regulatory agencies, as de- 
fined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(5). 

(d) “Tribal officials” means elected or duly 
appointed officials of Indian tribal govern- 
ments or authorized intertribal organizations. 

Sec. 2. Fundamental Principles. In formu- 
lating or implementing policies that have 
tribal implications, agencies shall be guided 
by the following fundamental principles: 

(a) The United States has a unique legal 
relationship with Indian tribal governments 
as set forth in the Constitution of the United 
States, treaties, statutes, Executive Orders, 
and court decisions. Since the formation of 
the Union, the United States has recognized 
Indian tribes as domestic dependent nations 
under its protection. The Federal Govern- 
ment has enacted numerous statutes and 
promulgated numerous regulations that es- 
tablish and define a trust relationship with 
Indian tribes. 

(b) Our Nation, under the law of the 
United States, in accordance with treaties, 
statutes, Executive Orders, and judicial deci- 
sions, has recognized the right of Indian 
tribes to self-government. As domestic de- 
pendent nations, Indian tribes exercise inher- 
ent sovereign powers over their members 
and territory. The United States continues 
to work with Indian tribes on a government- 
to-government basis to address issues con- 
cerning Indian tribal self-government, tribal 
trust resources, and Indian tribal treaty and 
other rights. 

(c) The United States recognizes the right 
of Indian tribes to self-government and sup- 
ports tribal sovereignty and self-determina- 
tion. 

Sec. 3. Policymaking Criteria. In addition 
to adhering to the fundamental principles set 
forth in section 2, agencies shall adhere, to 
the extent permitted by law, to the following 
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criteria when formulating and implementing 
policies that have tribal implications: 

(a) Agencies shall respect Indian tribal 
self-government and sovereignty, honor trib- 
al treaty and other rights, and strive to meet 
the responsibilities that arise from the unique 
legal relationship between the Federal Gov- 
ernment and Indian tribal governments. 

(b) With respect to Federal statutes and 
regulations administered by Indian tribal 
governments, the Federal Government shall 
grant Indian tribal governments the max- 
imum administrative discretion possible. 

(c) When undertaking to formulate and 
implement policies that have tribal implica- 
tions, agencies shall: 

(1) encourage Indian tribes to develop 
their own policies to achieve program 
objectives; 

2) where possible, defer to Indian tribes 
to establish standards; and 

) in determining whether to establish 
Federal standards, consult with tribal 
officials as to the need for Federal 
standards and any alternatives that 
would limit the scope of Federal 
standards or otherwise preserve the 
prerogatives and authority of Indian 
tribes. 

Sec. 4. Special Requirements for Legisla- 
tive Proposals. Agencies shall not submit to 
the Congress legislation that would be incon- 
sistent with the policymaking criteria in Sec- 
tion 3. 

Sec. 5. Consultation. (a) Each agency shall 
have an accountable process to ensure mean- 
ingful and timely input by tribal officials in 
the development of regulatory policies that 
have tribal implications. Within 30 days after 
the effective date of this order, the head of 
each agency shall designate an official with 
principal responsibility for the agency’s im- 
plementation of this order. Within 60 days 
of the effective date of this order, the des- 
ignated official shall submit to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) a descrip- 
tion of the agency’s consultation process. 

(b) To the extent practicable and _per- 
mitted by law, no agency shall promulgate 
any regulation that has tribal implications, 
that imposes substantial direct compliance 
costs on Indian tribal governments, and that 
is not required by statute, unless: 
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) funds necessary to pay the direct costs 
incurred by the Indian tribal govern- 
ment or the tribe in complying with 
the regulation are provided by the 
Federal Government: or 

) the agency, prior to the formal pro- 
mulgation of the regulation, 
consulted with tribal officials early in 
the process of developing the pro- 
posed regulation; 
in a separately identified portion of 
the preamble to the regulation as it 
is to be issued in the Federal Register, 
provides to the Director of OMB a 
tribal summary impact statement, 
which consists of a description of the 
extent of the agency's prior consulta- 
tion with tribal officials, a summary 
of the nature of their concerns and 
the agency's position supporting the 
need to issue the regulation, and 
statement of the extent to which the 
concerns of tribal officials have been 
met; and 

’) makes available to the Director of 
OMB written communications 
submitted to the agency by tribal offi- 
cials. 


any 


To the extent practicable and permitted 
by law, no agency shall promulgate any regu- 
lation that has tribal implications and that 
preempts tribal law unless the agency, prior 
to the formal promulgation of the regulation, 

1) consulted with tribal officials early in 
the process of developing the pro- 
posed regulation; 
in a separately identified portion of 
the preamble to the regulation as it 
is to be issued in the Federal Register, 
provides to the Director of OMB a 
tribal summary impact statement, 
which consists of a description of the 
extent of the agency s prior consulta- 
tion with tribal officials, a summary 
of the nature of their concerns and 
the agency ’s position supporting the 
need to issue the regulation, and a 
statement of the extent to which the 
concerns of tribal officials have been 
met; and 

(3) makes available to the Director of 
OMB any written communications 


submitted to the agency by tribal offi- 
cials. 

(d) On issues relating to tribal self-govern- 
ment, tribal trust resources, or Indian tribal 
treaty and other rights, each agency should 
explore and, where appropriate, use consen- 
sual mechanisms for developing regulations, 
including negotiated rulemaking. 

Sec. 6. Increasing Flexibility for Indian 
Tribal Waivers 

(a) Agencies shall review the processes 
under which Indian tribes apply for waivers 
of statutory and regulatory requirements and 
take appropriate steps to streamline those 
processes. 

(b) Each agency shall, to the extent prac- 
ticable and permitted by law, consider any 
application by an Indian tribe for a waiver 
of statutory or regulatory requirements in 
connection with any program administered 
by the agency with a general view toward 
increasing opportunities for utilizing flexible 
policy approaches at the Indian tribal level 
in cases in which the proposed waiver is con- 
sistent with the applicable Federal policy ob- 


jectives and is otherwise appropriate. 


(c) Each agency shall, to the extent prac- 
ticable and pe srmitted by law, render a deci- 
sion upon a complete applic ation for a waiver 
within 120 days of receipt of such application 
by the agency, or as otherwise provided by 
law or regulation. If the application for waiv- 
er is not granted, the agency shall provide 
the applicant with timely written notice of 
the decision and the reasons therefor. 

(d) This section applies only to statutory 
or regulatory requirements that are discre- 
tionary and subject to waiver by the agency. 

Sec. 7. Accountability. 

(a) In transmitting any draft final regula- 
tion that has tribal implic ations to OMB pur- 
suant to Executive Order 12866 of Sep- 
tember 30, 1993, each agency shall include 
a certification from the official designated to 
ensure compliance with this order stating 
that the requirements of this order have been 
met in a meaningful and timely manner. 

(b) In transmitting proposed legislation 
that has tribal implications to OMB, each 
agency shall include a certification from the 
official designated to ensure compliance with 
this order that all relevant requirements of 
this order have been met. 
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(c) Within 180 days after the effective date 
of this order the Director of OMB and the 
Assistant to the President for Intergovern- 
mental Affairs shall confer with tribal officials 
to ensure that this order is being properly 
and effectively implemented. 

Sec. 8. Independent Agencies. Inde- 
pendent regulatory agencies are encouraged 
to comply with the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 9. General Provisions. (a) This order 
shall supplement but not supersede the re- 
quirements containe od in Executive Order 
12866 (Regulatory Planning and Review) 
Executive Order 12988 (Civil Justice Re- - 
form), OMB Circular A-19, and the Execu- 
tive Memorandum of April 29, 1994, on Gov- 
ernment-to-Government Relations with Na- 
tive American Tribal Governments. 

(b) This order shall complement the con- 
sultation and waiver provisions in sections 6 
and 7 of Executive Order 13132 (Fed- 
eralism). 

(c) Executive Order 13084 (Consultation 
and Coordination with Indian Tribal Govern- 
ments) is revoked at the time this order takes 
effect. 

(d) This order shall be effective 60 days 
after the date of this order. 

Sec. 10. Judicial Review. This order is in- 
tended only to improve the internal manage- 
ment of the executive branch, and is not in- 
tended to create any right, benefit, or trust 
responsibility, substantive or procedural, en- 
forceable at law by a party against the United 
States, its agencies, or any person. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
November 6, 2000. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 8, 2000] 


NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on November 9. 
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Statement on Signing the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Appropriations 
Act, 2001 


November 6, 2000 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
4811, the Fore ign Operations, Export Fi- 
nancing, and Related Programs Appropria- 
tions Act, 2001. As I have often said, there 
is a right and a wrong way to conduct budget 
negotiations. When we have worked to- 
gether, we have unfailingly made progress. 
When there is a genuine spirit of cooperation 
and compromise, we can accomplish great 
things for our people. This Act, the result 
of just such a bipartisan effort, supports our 
efforts to promote peace and stability around 
the world, in turn helping to make our Na- 
tion more safe and secure. 

I am particularly pleased that this legisia- 
tion funds our landmark initiative to provide 
debt relief to the poorest of the world’s na- 
tions. By fully funding our commitment to 
debt relief, the bill supports this historic ef- 
fort to give these poorest countries a critical 
opportunity to effect reform while using 
funds to reduce poverty and provide basic 
health care and education for their people. 
I commend the bipartisan efforts in the Con- 
gress to fund this vital program, as well as 
efforts of all those across the political spec- 
trum who joined forces to secure this criti- 
cally important funding. 

Likewise, I am pleased that this legislation 
dramatically increases funding to fight HIV/ 
AIDS. In nations around the world, HIV/ 
AIDS is a leading cause of death and is un- 
dermining decades of effort to reduce mor- 
tality, improve health, expand educational 
opportunities, and lift people out of poverty. 
The funds provided by the bill will signifi- 
cantly expand our prevention and treatment 
efforts in Africa and other regions of the 
world to turn the tide against this deadly pan- 
demic. 

This legislation also helps strengthen our 
efforts to support democracy and stability in 
Southeastern Europe, the Newly Inde- 
pendent States, and other key regions. In 
particular, it includes increased funding for 
our continued efforts to support democracy 
and reform in Kosovo, and to support the 
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new, democratically elected government in 
Yugoslavia. It also includes additional re- 
sources to combat terrorism and nuclear pro- 
liferation. 

Certain provisions of the Act could inter- 
fere with my sole constitutional authority in 
the area of foreign affairs by directing or bur- 
dening my negotiations with foreign govern- 
ments and international organizations. Sev- 
eral sections, including 514 (Surplus Com- 
modities), 564 (Sanctuary to Indicted War 
Criminals), and 577 (Kyoto Protocol), pur- 
port to specifically direct the Executive on 
how to proceed in negotiations or Glecussions 
with international organizations and fore ign 
governments. I will not interpret these provi- 
sions to limit my ability to negotiate and 
enter into 


agreements with foreign nations. 
In order to avoid intrusion into my negoti- 
ating authority and my ability to maintain the 
confidentiality of sensitive diplom: atic nego- 
tiations, I will not inte rpret section 566(b) 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions) to require me 
to disclose either the contents of diplomatic 


communications or specific plans for par- 
ticular negotiations in the future. 

The legislation provides increased funding 
for a number of other programs that support 
our global interests. It provides additional 
funding for our Greening the Globe Initia- 
tive, which protects biodiversity habitats 
around the world, and for the Global Envi- 
ronment Facility. It also provides increases 
for our Peace Corps volunteers around the 
world, and for the Export-Import Bank, 
which supports the export of American prod- 
ucts overseas. I am also pleased that the Act 
provides $135 million for emergency disaster 
assistance for Southern Africa, including Mo- 
zambique. 

Finally, I am pleased that this legislation 
commits additional critical funding for inter- 
national family planning organizations and 
lifts the restrictions hampering their work, 
restrictions I have strongly opposed in the 
past 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 
November 6, 2000. 


NOTE: H.R. 4811, approved November 6, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-429 
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Statement on Signing the 
Needlestick Safety and 
Prevention Act 

November 6, 2000 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
5178, the Needlestick Safety and Prevention 
Act. This legislation requires changes in the 
bloodborne pathogens standard in effect 
under the Occupational Safety and Health 
Act of 1970. Supported by healthcare work- 
ers and their unions, as well as a bipartisan 
group of Members of Congress, this bill will 
help to ensure the safety of health care work- 
ers who may be expose -d to disease while han- 
dling certain medical devices. The 
Needlestick Safety Act makes clearer the re- 
sponsibility of employers to lessen the risk 
of injuries to workers from contaminated 
sharp devices. It also encourages manufac- 
turers of medical sharps to increase the num- 
ber of safer devices in the market. This legis- 
lation will help to make health care occupa- 
tions sater. 


NoTE: H.R. 5178, approved November 6, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106—430 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus 
November 6, 2000 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman: 

In accordance with Public Law 95-384 (22 
U.S.C. 2373(c)), 1 submit to you this report 
on progress nal a negotiated settlement 
of the Cyprus question covering the period 
August 1-September 30, 2000. The previous 
submission covered events during June and 
July 2000. 

The United States has remained steadfast 
in its efforts to bring about a negotiated 
Cyprus settlement based on a_bizonal, 
bicommunal federation. I conveyed our 
views to Turkish President Sezer during a 
meeting at the United Nations Millennium 
Summit, emphasizing the importance of a 
just and lasting solution for all Cypriots. Sec- 
retary Albright delivered a similar message 
to her Greek and Turkish counte rparts dur- 
ing the United Nations General Assembly. 
Special Presidential Emissary Alfred Moses, 
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Special Cyprus Coordinator Thomas Weston, 
and U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus Donald 
Bandler continued to provide diplomatic 
support to the United Nations-sponsored 
proximity talks in July and early August in 
Geneva and again in September in New 
York. The United Nations reports that this 
process has taken a “qualitative step forward” 
and was scheduled to resume in Geneva on 
November 1. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 


Statement on Signing the Indian 
Land Consolidation Act 
Amendments of 2000 

November 7, 2000 

Today I am pleased to sign into law 
1586, the “Indian Land Consolidation Act 
Amendments of 2000.” This Act is critical 
to the economic viability of individually 
owned Indian lands and the success of the 
Department of the Interior’s ongoing efforts 
to implement the American Indian Trust 
Fund Management Reform Act of 1994. It 
will help reduce the administrative and finan- 
cial burden arising from the fractionated 
ownership of Indian lands. 

The Act puts provisions in place for pro- 
bate reform and establishing uniform rules 
for the descent and distribution of interests 
in allotted lands. It also contains provisions 
for the consolidation of fractional interests, 
as well as preventing lands from being taken 
out of trust when inherited by non-Indians. 
In addition, it will enhance opportunities for 
economic development by specifying the 
minimum percentage of owners of fractional 
interests that must consent to leasing agree- 
ments. Finally, it extends the Secretary's au- 
thority to acquire fractional interests, of 2 
percent or less, for tribal consolidation, 
through the pilot project that my Administra- 
tion and the Congress initiated in 1999. Since 
many Native Americans die without wills, it 
also authorizes estate planning assistance. 
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The Act results from our close consultation 
and collaboration with the Congress, the 
tribes, and the Indian landowners that began 
in 1994 and has been one of my Administra- 
tion’s top priorities in Indian trust fund man- 
agement reform. Today’s action will help 
bring Indian land ownership, management, 
and development into the 21st century. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
November 7, 2000. 


NoTE: S. 1586, approved November 7, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-462. 


Proclamation 7371—National 
Adoption Month, 2000 


November 7, 2000 
By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 

Families are the cornerstone of our Na- 
tion. Yet, today, tens of thousands of Amer- 
ica’s children are living within our child wel- 
fare system, without the sustained love and 
care of permanent families. For many of 
these children, often shuttled from one living 
situation to another, adoption opens the door 
to loving parents and permanent homes, 
where they can put down roots and learn 
what it means to be part of a safe, stable 
family. Adoption gives children who have 
been ‘orphane »d, abandoned, or abused a pre- 
cious second chance at happiness; a chance 
to love and be loved and to reach their full 
potential in a secure, supportive environ- 
ment. 

While foster care offers children a safe 
temporary haven, adoption allows children to 
have the permanent homes they deserve. 
That is why increasing the chances of adop- 
tion for children in the foster care system 
has been one of my Administration’s chief 
goals. Over the last § years, we have worked 
with the Congress to craft legislation that 
makes it easier, faster, and more affordable 
for parents to adopt children. Adoptive par- 
ents—like all new parents-—-can now take 
time off to care for their newly adopted chil- 
dren without fear of losing their jobs. We 
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have ensured health coverage for adopted 
children with special needs, barred discrimi- 
nation and delays of adoptions on the basis 
of race or ethnicity, provided tax cuts to fami- 
lies adopting children, and offered States fi- 
nancial incentives to move children more 
rapidly from foster care into the permanent 
homes of loving families. 

We are beginning to see dramatic results 
from these efforts. Last year alone, 46,000 


foster children were adopted—an increase of 


nearly 65 percent since 1996. All 50 States, 
as well as the District of Columbia and Puer- 
to Rico, have succeeded in increasing the 
number of children adopted from their child 
welfare systems. This puts us well on the way 
to meeting my goal of doubling the annual 
number of adoptions from 28,000 in 1996 to 
56,000 in 2002. 

Despite our efforts, nearly 20,000 18-year- 
olds still leave foster care each year without 
the emotional, social, and financial support 
that adoptive families provide. To help them 
make the challenging transition to successful, 
independent adulthood, I signed the Foster 
Care Independence Act last year. This legis- 
lation provides young people who are grow- 
ing too old for the foster care system with 
better educational opportunities and access 
to health care, training, housing assistance, 
counseling, and other services. 

As we observe National Adoption Month, 
we should take pride in our progress, but re- 
alize that there is more work to be done. Let 
us recommit ourselves to giving our Nation’s 
most vulnerable children what every child 
deserves and needs—a safe, stable home and 
a loving family. And let us also give thanks 


for the many generous and compassionate 
families who, through adoption, have opened 
their hearts and homes and changed a child’s 
life forever. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 


the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2000 
as National Adoption Month. I urge all 
Americans to observe this month with appro- 
priate programs and activities to honor adop- 
tive families and to participate in efforts to 
find permanent, loving homes for waiting 
children. 


Nov. 7 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 9, 2000] 


NoTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 13 


Remarks on Returning from 
Chappaqua, New York, and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
November 8, 2000 


2000 Presidential Election 


The President. Good afternoon. Well, if 
ever there was a doubt about the importance 
of exercising democracy’s most fundamental 
right, the right to vote, yesterday put it to 
rest. No American will ever be able to seri- 
ously say again, “My vote doesn’t count.” 

The American people have now spoken, 
but it’s going to take a little while to deter- 
mine exactly what they said. The process for 
that is in motion, and the rest of us will have 
to let it play out. 

I want to congratulate Vice President Gore 
and Governor Bush on a vigorous, hard- 
fought, truly remarkable campaign. 

Thank you very much. 


Conversation With Vice President Gore 

Q. Mr. President, did you advise the Vice 
President to rescind his concession last 
night? 

The President. No, sir. I didn’t talk to him 
about it at all, one way or the other. I talked 
to him afterward. 

We had a great talk later, when the situa- 
tion was as it is now, and we were laughing. 
We had a—he was in a good humor. He 
talked—we talked about the unpredictability 
of life and how he’d done all he could, and 
he was pleased that he was ahead in the pop- 
ular vote at the time. I don’t know what the 
latest totals are. And we had a very good talk. 
And he congratulated Hillary, and they had 
a nice little visit. 
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But I was just like you last night—I was 
a fascinated observer. Thank you. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 3:26 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 


he referred to Republican Presidential candidate 
Gov. George W. Bush. 


Proclamation 7372—National 
American Indian Heritage Month, 
2000 


November 8, 2000 
By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 
American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Na- 
tive Hawaiians are a special part of the tap- 


estry of our Nation’s history. As keepers of 


a rich and ancient cultural heritage, Native 


Americans share with all of us the beauty of 


their art, the power of their songs, and the 
grace of their people. As individuals, they 
have distinguished themselves in virtually 
every field, from the arts to the sciences, 
from the world of sports to the world of com- 
merce. 

This month, we celebrate the culture and 
contributions of the first Americans. We also 
remember with sorrow the suffering they en- 
dured because of past Federal actions and 
policies that had long-term and often dev- 
astating consequences for Native Americans 
and their culture. But, as the new millennium 
dawns, there is reason for optimism. During 
my 1999 New Markets tour of the Pine Ridge 
reservation in South Dakota and my visit to 
the Navajo Nation in New Mexico in April 
of this year, I saw firsthand a strength of spir- 
it and hope sweeping through Indian Coun- 
try. The Vice President and I have worked 
with tribes to foster this hope—through eco- 
nomic development initiatives and improved 
education and health care. 

We still have much to accomplish, how- 
ever. While my Administration has worked 
hard to bridge the digital divide and bring 
the Information Superhighway to Indian 
Country, some areas still do not have tele- 
phone and power lines. We continue striving 
to provide American Indians with the tools 
they need to strengthen family and commu- 
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nity life by fighting poverty, crime, alcohol 
and drug abuse, and domestic violence, and 
we are working with tribes to improve aca- 
demic achievement and strengthen tribal col- 
leges. 

We are also seeking to ensure that tribal 
leaders have a voice equal to that of Federal 
and State officials in addressing issues of con- 
cern to all our citizens. I reaffirmed that com- 
mitment to tribal sovereignty and self-deter- 
mination by issuing this month a revised Ex- 
ecutive Order on Consultation and Coordina- 
tion with Indian Tribal Governments. This 
order builds on prior actions and strengthens 
our government-to-government relationship 
with Indian tribes by ensuring that all Execu- 
tive departments and agencies consult with 
Indian tribes and respect tribal sovereignty 
as the agencies consider policy initiatives that 
affect Indian communities. 

This year, my Administration proposed the 
largest budget increase ever for a com- 
prehensive Native American initiative for 
health care, education, infrastructure, and 
economic development. Just last month, as 
part of the Department of the Interior appro- 
priations legislation, I signed into law one 
segment of this budget initiative that includes 
significant investments for school construc- 
tion in Indian Country and the largest fund- 
ing increase ever for the Indian Health Serv- 
ice. These are the kinds of investments that 
will empower tribal communities to address 
an array of needs and, ultimately, to achieve 
a better standard of living. 

Back in 1994, when I first met with the 
tribal leaders of more than 500 Indian na- 
tions at the White House, I saw the strength 
and determination that have enabled Native 
Americans to overcome extraordinary bar- 
riers and protect their hard-won civil and po- 
litical rights. Since then, by working together, 
we have established a new standard for Fed- 
eral Indian policy—one that promotes an ef- 
fective government-to-government relation- 
ship between the Federal Government and 
the tribes, and that seeks to ensure greater 
prosperity, self-reliance, and hope for all Na- 
tive Americans. While we cannot erase the 
tragedies of the past, we can create a future 
where all of our country’s people share in 
America’s great promise. 
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Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2000 
National American Indian Heritage 
Month. I urge all Americans, as well as their 
elected representatives at the Federal, State, 
local, and tribal levels, to observe this month 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth 


William J. Clinton 


as 


Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 
8:45 a.m., November 13, 2000 


NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on November 9, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on No- 
vember 15 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 





November 4 

In the afternoon, the President traveled 
from Chappaqua, NY, to New York City. In 
the evening, he traveled to Little Rock, AR. 


November 5 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Pine Bluff, AR, and in the evening, he re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 


November 6 
In the evening, the President traveled to 
Chappaqua, NY. 


November 7 
In the morning, the President and Hillary 
Clinton went to their polling place at Doug- 
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las Grafflin Elementary School. Later, they 
traveled to New York City. 


November 8 
In the morning, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 


November 9 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian 
Authority in the Oval Office 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Ronald Burkle, James Kimsey, Doro- 
thy McAuliffe, and Jay Stein to the Board 
of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Lee Fisher as a member of the Board 
of Governors of the United Service Organiza- 
tions, Inc. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Kristin E. Flaten to serve as a mem- 
ber of the Ticket to Work and Work Incen- 
tives Advisory Panel. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint James C. Harris and James W. Hub- 
bard as members of the President's Com- 
mittee on Mental Retardation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Colonel Robin Umberg as a member 
of the Board of Visitors at the U.S. Military 
Academy 

The President named Sheldon Datz, Sid- 
ney Drell, and Herbert York as winners of 
the Enrico Fermi Award, given for a lifetime 
of achievement in the field of nuclear energy. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Hawaii and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding be- 
ginning on October 28 continuing 
through November 2. 


and 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





NoTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period cover by this issue. 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released November 6 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Jake Siewert 


Released November 7 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
me mbership of the Sharm al-Sheikh Fact 
Finding Committee 


Released November 9 


Transcript of a press briefing by National Se- 
curity Adviser Samuel Berger and National 
Economic Council Director Gene Sperling 
on the President’s upcoming visit to the 
Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit 
in Brunei and the upcoming visit to Vietnam 
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Jake Siewert 

Announcement: President Clinton Names 
Enrico Fermi Award Winners 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved November 4 


H.J. Res. 124 / Public Law 106-427 
Making further continuing appropriations for 
the fiscal year 2001, and for other purposes 


H.J. Res. 84 / Public Law 106-428 
Making further continuing appropriations for 
the fiscal year 2001, and for other purposes 


Approved November 6 


H.R. 4811 / Public Law 106-429 

Making appropriations for foreign oper- 
ations, export financing, and related pro- 
grams for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2001, and for other purposes 


H.R.5178 / Public Law 106-430 
Needlestick Safety and Prevention Act 


H.R. 468 / Public Law 106-431 
Saint Helena Island National Scenic Area Act 


H.R. 1725 / Public Law 106-432 
Miwaleta Park Expansion Act 


H.R. 3218 / Public Law 106-433 
Social Security Number Confidentiality Act 
of 2000 


H.R. 3657 / Public Law 106-434 
To provide for the conveyance of a small par- 
cel of public domain land in the San 
Bernardino National Forest in the State of 
California, and for other purposes. 


H.R. 3679 / Public Law 106-435 
2002 Winter Olympic Commemorative Coin 
Act 


H.R. 4315 / Public Law 106-436 

To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 3695 Green Road 
in Beachwood, Ohio, as the “Larry Small 
Post Office Building” 


H.R. 4404 / Public Law 106—437 

To permit the payment of medical expenses 
incurred by the United States Park Police in 
the performance of duty to be made directly 
by the National Park Service, to allow for 
waiver and indemnification in mutual law en- 
forcement agreements between the National 
Park Service and a State or political subdivi- 
sion when required by State law, and for 
other purposes 


H.R. 4450 / Public Law 106-438 

To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 900 East Fayette 
Street in Baltimore, Maryland, as the “Judge 
Harry Augustus Cole Post Office Building” 


H.R. 4451 / Public Law 106—439 

To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1001 Frederick 
Road in Baltimore, Maryland, as the “Fred- 
erick L. Dewberry, Jr. Post Office Building” 


H.R. 4625 / Public Law 106-440 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 2108 East 38th 
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Street in Erie, Pennsylvania, as the “Ger- 
trude A. Barber Post Office Building” 


H.R. 4786 / Public Law 106-441 

To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 110 Postal Way in 
Carrollton, Georgia, as the “Samuel P. Rob- 
erts Post Office Building” 


H.R. 4957 / Public Law 106-442 

To amend the Omnibus Parks and Public 
Lands Management Act of 1996 to extend 
the legislative authority for the Black Patriots 
Foundation to establish a commemorative 
work 


H.R. 5083 / Public Law 106-443 

To extend the authority of the Los Angeles 
Unified School District to use certain park 
lands in the City of South Gate, California, 
which were acquired with amounts provided 
from the land and water conservation fund, 
for elementary school purposes 


H.R.5157 / Public Law 106-444 
Freedmen’s Bureau 
Act of 2000 


Records Preservation 


H.R. 5273 / Public Law 106-445 
United States Mint Numismatic Coin Clari- 
fication Act of 2000 


H.R.5314 / Public Law 106-446 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to 
facilitate the adoption of retired military 
working dogs by law enforcement agencies, 
former handlers of these dogs, and other per- 
sons capable of caring for these dogs 


S.614 / Public Law 106-447 
Indian Tribal Regulatory Reform and Busi- 
ness Development Act of 2000 


S. 2812 / Public Law 106-448 
To amend the Immigration and Nationality 
Act to provide a waiver of the oath of renun- 
ciation and allegiance for naturalization of 
aliens having certain disabilities 


S. 3062 / Public Law 106-449 

To modify the date on which the Mayor of 
the District of Columbia submits a perform- 
ance accountability plan to Congress, and for 
other purposes 
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Approved November 7 


H.R. 1651 / Public Law 106-450 

To amend the Fishermen’s Protective Act of 
1967 to extend the period during which reim- 
bursement may be provided to owners of 
United States fishing vessels for costs in- 
curred when such a vessel is seized and de- 
tained by a foreign country, and for other 
purposes 


H.R. 2442 / Public Law 106-451 
Wartime Violation of Italian American Civil 
Liberties Act 


H.R. 4831 / Public Law 106-452 

To redesignate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 2339 North 
California Avenue in Chicago, Illinois, as the 
“Roberto Clemente Post Office” 


H.R. 4853 / Public Law 106-453 

To redesignate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 1568 South 
Green Road in South Euclid, Ohio, as the 
“Arnold C. D’Amico Station” 


H.R. 5229 / Public Law 106-454 

To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 219 South Church 
Street in Odum, Georgia, as the “Ruth Harris 
Coleman Post Office Building” 


S.501 / Public Law 106-455 
Glacier Bay National Park Resource Man- 
agement Act of 2000 


S.503 / Public Law 106-456 
Spanish Peaks Wilderness Act of 2000 


S. 835 / Public Law 106-457 
Estuaries and Clean Waters Act of 2000 


S. 1088 / Public Law 106-458 
Arizona National Forest Improvement Act of 
2000 


S. 1211 / Public Law 106-459 

To amend the Colorado River Basin Salinity 
Control Act to authorize additional measures 
to carry out the control of salinity upstream 
of Imperial Dam in a cost-effective manner 


S. 1218 / Public Law 106-460 

To direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
issue to the Landusky School District, with- 
out consideration, a patent for the surface 
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and mineral estates of certain lots. and for 


other purposes 


S. 1275 / Public Law 106-461 
Hoover Dam Miscellaneous Sales Act 


S. 1586 / Public Law 106-462 
Indian Land Consolidation Act Amendments 
of 2000 


S. 2300 / Public Law 106-463 
Coal Market Competition Act of 2000 
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S.2719 / Public Law 106-464 
Native American Business Development, 
Trade Promotion, and Tourism Act of 2000 


S. 2950 / Public Law 106—465 
Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site 
Establishment Act of 2000 


S. 3022 / Public Law 106-466 
Nampa and Meridian ¢ vonveyance Act 


H.R. 3646 / Private Law 106-8 
For the relief of certain Persian Gulf evac- 


uees 
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